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POST-2020

WEBINAR 7
PANEL DISCUSSION ON COP 15 PARTY 

DECISIONS IN RELATION TO LOCAL AND 

SUBNATIONAL GOVERNMENTS AND THE 

ASSOCIATED POLICY ASK THAT WILL 

SHAPE THE POST 2020 GLOBAL 

BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK
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Overview of the Open-Ended Working Group 1 Meeting held in 

Nairobi, Kenya from 27 – 30 August and update on the Informal 

Advisory Group on Mainstreaming Biodiversity- Ingrid Coetzee, 

Senior Manager: Biodiversity and Nature Based Solutions, ICLEI Cities Biodiversity 

Center (CBC) (25 Mins)

Feedback from Consultations and Revised Version: ICLEI's 

Ten-Point Framework for Subnational Biodiversity Action- Kobie

Brand, Regional Director: ICLEI Africa and the CBC (15 Mins)

Questions and Discussion- All (10 mins)

Today’s Agenda: 10am
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SCBD Update on the Roadmap, Overview of the past month, 

and preliminary thoughts on COP Decisions and mechanisms 

for recognition of local and subnational governments’ critical 

role in the Post 2020 GBF- Oliver Hillel, Programme Officer: SCBD (15 

Mins)

Feedback from Consultations and Revised Version: ICLEI's 

Ten-Point Framework for Subnational Biodiversity Action- Kobie

Brand, Regional Director: ICLEI Africa and the CBC (15 Mins)

Panel Discussion: Chaired by Ms. Kobie Brand- All (30 mins)

Today’s Agenda: 3pm
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Feedback from Consultations on and Revised 

Version of ICLEI's Ten-Point Framework for 

Subnational Biodiversity Action

Kobie Brand
ICLEI – Cities Biodiversity Center (CBC)
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Why develop a local & subnational government 

position on the post-2020 Global Biodiversity 

Framework?
• Urgent need and opportunity to take collective local action for global impact

• Power of cities and urban communities

• 10 Year Plan of Action on Subnational Governments, Cities and Other Local 
Authorities for Biodiversity, adopted at CBD COP 10 in Nagoya coming to close

• Now, as never before, local and subnational governments and their 
communities must act individually and collectively as the “Whole of Society”, 
to support the transformative global change needed for a “New Deal for 
Nature and People
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ICLEI 10 Point Framework for Subnational Biodiversity 

Action as essential component of the Post-2020 Global 

Biodiversity Framework
• ICLEI - global network of over 1750 local and subnational governments and their 

networks, ICLEI submits a 10 point framework for enabling subnational biodiversity 
action. 

• The framework identifies 10 essential aspects, which we call for inclusion into the Post-
2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. 

• First presented at CBD Open-Ended Working Group 1 in Nairobi in August 2019

• Further development informed by views expressed at OEWG 1 meeting

• Invite other local, metropolitan and subnational government actors and their networks 
to support and enrich the framework to present a combined subnational position at 
subsequent post-2020 meetings and forums
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Essential aspects of the ICLEI 10 Point Framework for 

Subnational Biodiversity

1. Multi-Level governance to empower transformative change on the 
ground/ at landscape level : Local and Subnational Governments are 
pivotal partners to Parties and other actors in designing, committing to 
and implementing the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework.   

2. Inclusive and Action-Oriented Engagement Mechanisms: Addressing 
the nature trajectory and rate of extinction caused by humanity, needs 
to become the top global priority for all, alongside the climate crisis
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3. Increased National and Local Investment for biodiversity and nature-based 
solutions: Significantly increased financial resources and associated 
instruments, by Parties and within local and subnational governments are 
needed to enable the restoration and development of healthy ecosystems 
and urban-rural interfaces in and around cities for the protection of vital 
ecosystem services upon which life and livelihoods depend, and to build 
cities with nature.

4. External Investment for local biodiversity and nature-based solutions: 
Significantly increased private sector investment and development aid is 
required to build and sustain functional and resilient cities and towns in 
harmony with nature. 
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5. Realisation of the multiple social benefits of mainstreaming nature into 
cities: Nature provides a multitude of social and health benefits to people in 
urban and peri-urban areas, improving quality of life, driving resilience and 
resulting in financial benefits and savings for both individuals and 
governments

6. Interconnectedness with other global agendas: Current global development 
challenges, as demonstrated in the most recent WEF Global Risk Assessment, 
are essentially interconnected and can only be addressed at a systemic level 
which speaks to this interconnectivity, specifically in cities where urban 
communities face these challenges in their daily lives, where shelter, food, 
water, energy, transport challenges are interconnected with social issues such 
as local economies, global trade wars, availability of education, health care 
and decent employment opportunities
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7. Knowledge, Research and Science:  Biodiversity and related knowledge is 
limited at the local and subnational level, resulting in poor decision-making at 
times and lost opportunities to restore, protect and effectively manage local 
biodiversity and ecosystems

8. Change in lifestyle and consumption patterns: The decoupling of 
consumption patterns and natural resource use from quality of life and local 
economies is required, particularly through the promotion of non-extractive 
economic activities, development of policies that internalise environmental 
and social costs
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9. A dedicated COP15 Decision on Local and Subnational Governments: Parties 
have since 2008 at CBD COP 9 consistently recognised the pivotal role of local 
and subnational governments implementing CBD COP Decisions and other 
related global and nationally-set ambitions, goals and targets, including the 
SDGs and the Paris Agreement. These Decisions have paved the way for 
significant progress by all relevant actors over the last 15 years and many 
innovative projects initiatives and partnerships have resulted from these, 
notably since the Plan of Action (Decision X/22). Parties are called upon to 
adopt a new dedicated Decision on local and subnational governments that 
accelerates and further enables the collaboration between all these levels of 
government to contribute to their full potential to the implementation of the 
Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. In addition, Parties are called 
upon to implement existing COP Decisions related to local and subnational 
governments, particularly in relation to the mainstreaming of biodiversity
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10. The establishment of, and support for, a commitment and reporting 
mechanism for local and subnational governments. Making commitments, 
setting targets and reporting voluntarily against these, is already an 
established effective way for cities and all other levels of subnational 
government to track progress on climate change actions.  Parties are called 
upon to support the newly established biodiversity and nature-based 
platform (www.citieswithnature.org) developed to complement those 
climate platforms for and by cities. Platform so not to confuse or compete 
with mechanism described above

http://www.citieswithnature.org/
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biodiversity@iclei.org

Africa@iclei.org  

Get in touch

@ICLEICBC / @ICLEIAfrica

Thank you

mailto:biodiversity@iclei.org
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Panel Discussion- 10am
Ms. Harriet Bulkeley

Ms. Kobie Brand
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Panel Discussion- 3pm
Ms. Harriet Bulkeley

Ms. Kobie Brand

Mr. Oliver Hillel

Ms. Han Meng

Ms. Su Campbell (TBC)
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biodiversity@iclei.org

Africa@iclei.org  

Get in touch

@ICLEICBC / @ICLEIAfrica

Thank you
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