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Key outcomes SBSTTA-23 

Oliver Hillel, Secretariat of the CBD



Oliver Hillel 

Secretariat of the CBD    - Key outcomes from SBSTTA-23

Climate change and biodiversity, nature and culture, marine EBSAs, technical and 

scientific cooperation, wildlife management

Essential elements of the GBF presented at SBSTTA: goals for 2050 and 2030, 

pointers on responsibility & transparency, tools and solutions, reducing threats, 

meeting people’s needs, means of implementation and enabling conditions

INFORMING THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL EVIDENCE BASE FOR THE POST-2020 GLOBAL 

BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK (L8) - guidance to develop post-2020 GBF. Issues 

associated with mainstreaming: habitat loss, overexploitation, pollution, etc. 



Next steps

LTAM to incorporate vertical harmonization of policies and programmes, 

land-and seascape management, as well as sustainable cities and SCP 

(relevant for subnational, regional and local constituencies) – to  be 

shared with co-chairs of OEWG for the post-2020 in time for the 

Kunming meeting

Teleconference for extended network in LTAM (includes Regions4) Tuesday 

17 December at 9 AM Montreal time

Possible meeting of the IAG late January/early February

Next occasion for LTAM is SBI-3 in May 2020

Scotland meeting in April is another official opportunity to propose 10-point 

position paper to OEWG (in time for OEWG-3 in July in Colombia)

Essential for Parties to support review and positioning towards X/22 (Plan 

of Action for engagement of SNRLGs)



Thank you!!
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Local & subnational  government participation at 
SBSTTA 23

Ingrid Coetzee, ICLEI Africa & CBC



Side event - Local and subnational governments 
taking action

Focus - using nature-based 
solutions to address biodiversity 
and climate challenges

• Organized by ICLEI, Regions4, 
Advisory Committee on Subnational 
Governments, Group of Leading 
Subnational Governments towards 
Aichi Biodiversity Targets

• Moderated by Didier Babin

• Well attended by wide range of 
actors



Side event - outline

• Panel presentations to showcase existing and new programmes & initiatives on 
biodiversity and climate change at the local and subnational

 Aichi’s initiatives on biodiversity and climate change, Yoshie Sakai, Executive Director, Aichi 
Prefecture

 Mainstreaming biodiversity and climate change issues in the UNA Programme in Africa, Ingrid 
Coetzee, Senior Programme Manager: Biodiversity & Nature-based Solutions, ICLEI Africa 
Secretariat

 Considerations for successful biodiversity mainstreaming practice at the subnational level of 
government, Iñaki Susaeta, Secretary General, Regions4 and coordinator of the AC SNG

 Biodiversity monitoring and conservation tools in the context of climate change, M. Sylvain Dion, 
Director of Species and Natural Habitats Protection, Ministry of Environment and the Fight 
against Climate Change, Government of Quebec 

• Facilitated discussion on set questions to CBD Parties



Side event – key outcomes

• Different innovative NBS approaches 

• Effectiveness of the Post-2020 biodiversity 
framework dependent upon local & 
subnational governments’ contributions –
implementation

• Reaffirmed that NBS& the links between 
biodiversity and climate change governance 
were a priority agenda, especially at 
subnational levels where policies have an 
actual impact on people’s daily lives.

• In Singapore, biodiversity and nature are as 
important as infrastructure in urban 
governance – Wendy Yap



Side event on science – policy messages for 
transformational change

• Around 100 people attended

• Different perspectives

 Ana Maria Hernandez, IPBES

 Marina Weissenberg, Finland

 Takafumi Osawa, Japan

 Ingrid Coetzee, ICLEI

 Aleksandar Rankovic, IDDR

• Need to increase & improve the 
understanding that biodiversity policies 
implementation lays at local level -
cities already equipped with practical 
methodologies, which could be scaled up



CBD Communications Experts Workshop

• Held from 21 – 22 November
• Attended by approx. 30 international 

organizations – ICLEI represented local 
& subnational governments

• Purpose – discuss post 2020 
communications strategy & messaging

• Key outcomes 
• “Flotilla”approach
• Messaging matrix - advocacy & public 

awareness tracks
• Calendar of events
• Branding 



Engagement with CBD Parties – Roundtable

Hosted by Mayor Plante
•Tuesday, 26 November

- Discuss role & contribution
- Introduce draft 10 Point Framework
- Hear Parties’ views 

•Attended by 
- Both Co-chairs of OEWG
- 7 Parties
- Local & Subnational Governments

•Friends of cities & subnational 
governments

•Global Taskforce of Local & Regional 
Governments Outcome Document, 15 
November 2019



Reflections on Mayor Plante’s roundtable 

Wendy Yap, Singapore National Parks 



Post 2020 Biodiversity Roadmap

Summary of “Preparatory Workshop - Local approaches to Ecosystems 
Restoration Governance”

Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) | November 4-5, 2019

Larissa Heinisch, Biodiversity and Resilience Coordinator, ICLEI South America

12 December 2019



OVERVIEW OF THE EVENT

• Title: Preparatory Workshop “Integrated local approaches to Ecosystems
Restoration Governance”;

• Location: Rio de Janeiro (Brazil);

• Date: 4th to 5th of November 2019 (Prior to the Convention on Biological Diversity's
Restoration Workshop organized in Rio de Janeiro from 6th to 8th of November
2019);

• Context: Preparatory event for CDB’s COP 15 with a focus on restoration (UN
Decade on Ecosystem Restoration published in March 2019);

• Organization: Post 2020 Biodiversity Framework – EU Support (Funded by the EU,
implemented by Expertise France).



OVERVIEW OF THE EVENT

• Objective: Showcase the contribution of local actors, private sector and non state
actors to restoration initiatives, providing inspirational material in terms
restoration governance for the post 2020 biodiversity framework;

• Attendees: approximately 100 participants and 15 panelists, some listed below:

o ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability;
o International Institute of Sustainability – PUC Rio;
o UN Biodiversity – SCBD;
o European Union Delegation to Brazil;
o World Resource Institute Brazil;
o European Commission.



PROGRAMME OF THE EVENT

• Opening Session

• Session 1 – Ambitions for restoration in the Post 2020 Biodiversity Framework

• Session 2 – Local and subnational governments’ contribution to restoration

• Session 3 – The private sector’s contributions to restoration

• Session 4 – Non-state actors’ contributions to restoration

• Session 5 – Policy proposal on restoration (group work)



KEY FINDINGS

1. Subnational governments and local actors, non-governmental organizations and
private sector play an instrumental role in the implementation of ecosystem
restoration. Therefore subnational and local networks for implementation should be
empowered.

2. Ecosystem restoration needs to balance biodiversity conservation and provision of
ecosystem services to maintain human well-being.

3. Ecosystem restoration aims to restore biodiversity and the whole range of
ecosystem functions and services. Restoration action should promote approaches
focused on the recovery of ecological processes such as rewilding and open-ended
restoration.



KEY FINDINGS

4. Ecosystem restoration is vital for addressing climate change, contributes to job
creation, poverty alleviation and provides business opportunities.

5. National policies are in place to reduce and counterbalance all ecosystem
degradation, and prioritized restoration programs established to reduce x % of the
degradation of already degraded ecosystems. When fully implemented these together
will provide net positive impact for ecosystems.

6. Resource mobilization mechanisms should also include bottom up approaches,
which build ownership and participatory engagement.

7. Assign funds designated to restoration for capacity building, education,
communication and the promotion of ecosystem restoration as a benefit for societies



KEY FINDINGS

8. Restoration targets can be measured in terms of ecosystem condition, pressures
and direct and indirect drivers.

9. Effective monitoring needs to be guaranteed which requires resources and open
data.

10. For ecosystem restoration in areas where IPLCs live, there shall be a Free and Prior
Informed Consent. IPLCs shall be part of restoration efforts also building on their
traditional knowledge, innovations and practices.

11. Ecosystem restoration is carried out in urban and rural areas considering their
specificities



USEFUL RESOURCES AND LINKS

• https://4post2020bd.net/preparatory-workshop-integrated-local-approaches-to-ecosystems-

restoration-governance-rio/

• https://4post2020bd.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Agenda-restoration-pre-workshop-2019-10-

23.pdf

• https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-un-decade-ecosystem-

restoration-offers-unparalleled-opportunity

• https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-13/cop-13-dec-05-en.pdf

• https://www.bpbes.net.br/en/produto/diagnostico-brasileiro-sobre-biodiversidade-e-servicos-

ecossistemicos/

https://4post2020bd.net/preparatory-workshop-integrated-local-approaches-to-ecosystems-restoration-governance-rio/
https://4post2020bd.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Agenda-restoration-pre-workshop-2019-10-23.pdf
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-un-decade-ecosystem-restoration-offers-unparalleled-opportunity
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-13/cop-13-dec-05-en.pdf
https://www.bpbes.net.br/en/produto/diagnostico-brasileiro-sobre-biodiversidade-e-servicos-ecossistemicos/
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