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We are aware that the list of achievements captured in this document is not exhaustive and therefore invite 

CBD Parties, local and subnational governments and relevant organizations to submit suggested 

additions for consideration in building a more comprehensive record of achievements.  ICLEI reserves the 

right to consider additional suggestions and while endeavouring to be inclusive, ICLEI does not commit to 

including all submissions. As we wish to have this more comprehensive document ready before COP 15, 

any suggested additions should be submitted through this Google Form or to the following 

email: biodiversity@iclei.org, before 15 August 2020 under the subject heading OVERVIEW OF 

ACHIEVEMENTS FOLLOWING THE ADOPTION OF DECISION X/22.  

https://forms.gle/XooSCWoM3UQsFQTH9
mailto:biodiversity@iclei.org
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OVERVIEW OF ACHIEVEMENTS FOLLOWING THE 

ADOPTION OF DECISION X/22 -THE PLAN OF ACTION 

ON SUBNATIONAL GOVERNMENTS, CITIES AND 

OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES FOR 

BIODIVERSITY  

1. This document provides an overview of what has been achieved at the global, national and subnational levels to 

strengthen the role and contributions by the local and subnational levels of government towards achieving the 

objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), over the past decade. It is based on a desktop study 

and does not pretend to represent a systematic study nor is it not intended as a comprehensive account of all 

achievements. It merely provides a snapshot of some of the many successes and achievements of CBD Decision 

X/22, on the Plan of Action on Subnational Governments, Cities and Other Local Authorities for Biodiversity 

(the PoA) 2011-2020, adopted at CBD Conference of Parties (COP) 10, held in Nagoya, Japan in 2010. The PoA 

2011-2020 concludes this year. The impressive list of achievements and successes makes a strong case for a 

renewed and significantly stepped-up dedicated decision on local and subnational action in support of the new 

global biodiversity framework, and a more ambitious plan of action to institutionalize implementation at the 

subnational and local levels of government.  

2. Urbanization is a key driver of ecological change (IPBES, 2019) and is rapidly reshaping our world. 

Simultaneously, urban communities are increasingly disconnecting - spiritually, mentally, physically and socially 

- from nature while current consumption and production patterns overshoot Earth’s capacity at alarming rates. 

Subnational and local governments make and execute daily decisions related to the provision of infrastructure 

and land-use management. It is at the subnational and local levels - in and around our cities and along urban-rural 

linkages - where the impacts of decisions and actions on nature and people are experienced directly, often with 

almost irreversible future impacts. 

3. Yet the current crisis also presents unique and multiple opportunities. On the one hand we stand at the cusp of 

negotiating a new global framework for biodiversity; on the other hand, we face an increasingly urban future, 

with important consequences for urban-rural linkages. Cities and other urban conurbations are engines of 

innovation and solution, while subnational governments can ensure both vertical and horizontal integration of 

biodiversity policies. Subnational and local governments can take direct action to restore ecosystems and reverse 

extinction trends, through adopting nature-based solutions, while tackling a wide range of sustainable 

development issues. Nature-based solutions (NBS), which includes ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA) and blue 

and green infrastructure; natural capital accounting; as well as mainstreaming biodiversity considerations into 

sustainable land-use and planning measures are among our most effective tools in bending the curve of 

biodiversity loss, addressing climate change and achieving a new collective vision for biodiversity conservation 

worldwide, while reconnecting nature and people in and around our cities. 

4. Urgent action is needed at all levels of government and with all other actors to halt the current trajectory of 

biodiversity loss and achieve the transformative action called for by scientists, governments and other 

stakeholders.  

I. INTRODUCTION 
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II. SHORT HISTORY LEADING TO THE ADOPTION 

OF THE X/22 PLAN OF ACTION  

5. This section provides an overview of the history leading to the adoption of the PoA and subsequent highlights as 

well as a desktop review of the highlights and achievements globally, nationally and at subnational and local levels 

since the adoption of the PoA in support of its implementation. 

6. In 2006 ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI), in partnership with the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN), launched the Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB) program, highlighting the 

importance of local biodiversity actions. LAB was a world-first initiative to guide, support, capacitate and 

motivate local governments and their partners to enhance the management of biodiversity in areas under their 

jurisdiction. It created a shared space for cities to act on mainstreaming biodiversity in and around cities, exchange 

lessons learnt with one another and build a community of practice among themselves and with partners to promote 

biodiversity mainstreaming in the urban and city-region context. The initial three-year LAB Pioneer Phase, which 

consisted of 21 pioneering local governments concluded in June 2009. From there, it grew to well over 50 actively 

participating local and other subnational governments from around the world. The 21 original LAB Pioneers are 

known as global leaders in biodiversity management and included Barcelona, Cape Town, Curitiba, Edmonton, 

Joondalup, Kaohsiung, Mexico City, Montreal, Nagoya and Seoul. 

7. In March 2007, one year after hosting COP 8, which was chaired by Brazil, the Mayor of Curitiba took the 

initiative of hosting a meeting of Mayors and other high-level officials on Cities and Biodiversity: Achieving the 

2010 Biodiversity Target in Cur itiba. He invited mayors to share exper iences regarding the protection of 

biodiversity and discuss possibilities for cities to enhance their engagement towards the achievement of the three 

objectives of the Convention and the 2010 biodiversity target. The meeting adopted the Curitiba Declaration on 

Cities and Biodiversity, which recognized, among others, the crucial importance of involving local authorities in 

global efforts towards the protection and sustainable use of biodiversity, and that it is through local actions that 

biodiversity issues are addressed most efficiently. (Further valuable information on the early initiatives taken by 

CBD Parties, as well as local and subnational governments, is captured in Cities and Biodiversity: Engaging Local 

Authorities during the Enhanced Phase of the Implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity, a notice 

issued by the CBD Executive Secretary in January 2007). 

8. In 2008, at COP 9, which took place in Bonn and chaired by Germany, the CBD Parties discussed the role of cities 

and local authorities in the implementation of the CBD. As a result, and for the first time ever, a decision was 

adopted on cities and local authorities and biodiversity (Decision IX/28). This decision encouraged parties to the 

CBD to recognise the role of these levels of government in national strategies and plans, and invited Parties to 

support and assist cities and local authorities in implementing the CBD at the local and subnational level. Decision 

IX/28 was the first United Nations environmental convention to dedicate a decision to local governments. One of 

the take home messages of COP 9 was the recognition that the implementation of the three objectives of the CBD 

requires the full engagement of cities and local authorities.  

9. The landmark Decision X/22 was adopted in 2010 at COP 10, chaired by Japan in Nagoya. Decision X/22 marked 

a unique and ground-breaking achievement as it endorsed a 10-year (2011-2020) “Plan of Action on Subnational 

Governments, Cities and Other Local Authorities for Biodiversity”, with a timeline matching that of the Strategic 

Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, which was adopted under Decision X/2. Brazil had submitted the Decision with 

strong support from Singapore, South Africa, Mexico and Canada. The PoA 2011-2020 mirrored the objectives of 

1 The conservation of biological diversity; the sustainable use of its components; and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from genetic resources.  

http://cbc.iclei.org/local-action-biodiversity-lab/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/city/mayors-01/mayors-01-declaration-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/city/mayors-01/mayors-01-declaration-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/city/mayors-01/official/mayors-01-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/city/mayors-01/official/mayors-01-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=11671
https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12288
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this Strategic Plan. Although not legally binding, Decision X/22 provided guidelines outlining 

how national governments can assist local and subnational governments in implementing the CBD and preparing 

action plans, and in doing so, assist themselves by benefitting from the collective efforts of these levels of 

government. Decision X/22 can be viewed as an early localization of key aspects of the adopted Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020, which has guided the CBD throughout the past decade. The Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity defined a global agenda for biodiversity, under the 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets. Most notably, 

Decision X/22 was the first-ever long-term Decision by a Rio Convention to recognise and support the role of 

subnational and local governments as key implementing partners to the Parties. 

10. The 2050 Vision for Biodiversity was adopted as part of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 by 

Decision X/2. The vision of this Strategic Plan is a world of “Living in harmony with nature” where “by 2050, 

biodiversity is valued, conserved, restored and wisely used, maintaining ecosystem services, sustaining a healthy 

planet and delivering benefits essential for all people.” This vision remains relevant and will 

continue to guide the objectives of the Convention even in the Post 2020 era. 

III. SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS LINKED TO 

DECISION X/22  

11. The following paragraphs outline the major achievements linked directly and indirectly to 

the adoption of Decision X/22 over the past decade.  

 

CBD Decisions 

12. Following the adoption of Decision X/22, successive COPs have adopted further decisions related to subnational 

and local governments. In 2012, COP 11, held in Hyderabad and chaired by India, Decision XI/8 on the 

engagement of other stakeholders, major groups and subnational authorities was adopted. This Decision 

requested the Executive Secretary to support the activities of a Global Partnership on Local and Subnational 

Action on Biodiversity. This partnership, a CBD-facilitated global instrument, served to collate and support the 

local and subnational constituencies in partnership with key partners such as ICLEI and, since 2017, Regions4 

Sustainable Development. Decision XI/8 also invited Parties to develop and support tools and initiatives that 

facilitate the local and subnational implementation of the CBD. 

 

13. COP 12 held in Gangwon, Korea in 2014, adopted Decision XII/9, on Engagement with Subnational and Local 

Governments. This Decision requested the Executive Secretary to increase efforts to mainstream biodiversity at 

the subnational and local levels; assist Parties and subnational and local governments to more effectively 

integrate the contribution of subnational and local governments to the implementation of the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020; and collaborate with other United Nations agencies, on issues related to subnational and 

local implementation, such as working with the Secretariat of the Convention on Wetlands of International 

Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar Convention) on urban and peri-urban wetland issues. 

14. COP 13 held in Cancún, Mexico, adopted Decision XIII/3, on Strategic actions to enhance the implementation of 

the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. This 

Decision recognized the need for engaging all levels and sectors of government to achieve the objectives of the 

Convention. 

II. SHORT HISTORY LEADING TO THE ADOPTION OF THE X/22 PLAN OF ACTION  

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-10/cop-10-dec-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-11/cop-11-dec-08-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/subnational/partners-and-initiatives
https://www.cbd.int/subnational/partners-and-initiatives
https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=13372
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-13/cop-13-dec-03-en.pdf
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III. SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS LINKED TO DECISION X/22  

15. More recently, in 2018, COP 14, which was held in Sharm El-Sheikh and chaired by Egypt, 

was characterized by very active and fruitful engagement between cities, subnational 

governments, CBD Parties, their partners and the SCBD. The result of this intensive 

engagement was an unprecedented number of decisions - seven in total - that relate to local and subnational 

governments. This is testimony to CBD Parties’ and the SCBD’s recognition of the vital role that cities and 

regions play in contributing to the CBD objectives and attainment of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. The CBD 

COP 14 decisions  are summarized below: 

 Decision 14/3 - on the mainstreaming of biodiversity in the energy and mining, infrastructure, manufacturing 

and processing sectors;  

 Decision 14/4 -  on health and biodiversity; 

 Decision 14/6 -  on the conservation and sustainable use of pollinators; 

 Decision 14/7 - on sustainable wildlife management; 

 Decision 14/8 - on protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures; 

 Decision 14/11 - on invasive alien species; and 

 Decision 14/34 - on the comprehensive and participatory process for the preparation of the post-2020 global 

biodiversity framework specifically also local and subnational governments’ participation in this process. This 

Decision urged local and subnational governments “to actively engage and contribute to this process in order to 

foster strong ownership of the framework and support for its immediate implementation”.   

16. In response to the call made in Decision 14/34, ICLEI, the European Committee of Regions (CoR), Regions4 for 

Sustainable Development (Regions4), and the Group of Leading Subnational Governments toward Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets (GoLS) committed to developing a roadmap for all levels of subnational government to 

participate in the post-2020 participatory process. This commitment was made at the 6th Global Biodiversity 

Summit of Local and Subnational Governments.   

17. At COP 14, Parties also decided to establish an Informal Advisory Group (IAG) on the Mainstreaming of 

Biodiversity, to advise the Executive Secretary and the Bureau of the CBD, on a long-term approach to 

mainstreaming biodiversity, including ways to integrate mainstreaming adequately into the Post-2020 GBF. The 

IAG was established in 2019 with the appointment of representatives from 15 CBD Parties and 15 organizations. 

ICLEI was appointed to represent all local and subnational governments on the IAG.  

 

Achievements by the UN bodies and under other multilateral environmental agreements 

18. The Global Partnership on Local and Subnational Action for Biodiversity was established in 2008 with the goal 

of bringing together all the relevant networks and initiatives involved, directly or indirectly, in implementing the 

Convention on Biological Diversity. Membership is open to all. Within the Global Partnership, advisory 

committees of cities and of subnational governments provide specific direction based on hands-on experience, 

while a group of urban biodiversity researchers, URBIO, add scientific expertise to the Partnership. Decision 

X/22 recognized that an advisory committee comprising mayors of relevant cities was first set up in 2007. This 

committee, the Advisory Committee on Local Governments and Biodiversity (ACLG) is spearheaded by ICLEI, 

and has since its creation provided input and support to the PoA from the perspective of cities and local 

authorities, and contributed to CBD processes. The ACLG is chaired by Mayor Valérie Plante of Montreal, and 

ICLEI’s Global Ambassador for Local Biodiversity. The Advisory Committee on Subnational Governments and 

Biodiversity (ACSNG) is a permanent structure, created through Decision X/22 to provide subnational 

governments with a structure to channel their experiences and contributions to the CBD processes. It is currently 

coordinated by Regions4 and the Government of Québec. 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-06-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-07-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-08-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-11-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-34-en.pdf
https://cbc.iclei.org/event/global-biodiversity-summits-of-cities-subnational-governments/
https://cbc.iclei.org/event/global-biodiversity-summits-of-cities-subnational-governments/
https://cbc.iclei.org/event/global-biodiversity-summits-of-cities-subnational-governments/
https://cbc.iclei.org/event/global-biodiversity-summits-of-cities-subnational-governments/
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III. SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS LINKED TO DECISION X/22  

19. The Cities and Biodiversity Outlook (CBO) was first produced in 2012. The report aims 

to showcase best practices and lessons learned, as well as providing information on how 

to incorporate biodiversity and ecosystem services into urban policies and agendas (co-

ordinated by the CBD, with support from Stockholm Resilience Centre and ICLEI). 

20. UN-Habitat’s guidelines on Supporting Local Action for Biodiversity: The Role of National Governments, 2010, 

presents biodiversity decision-makers at the national level with practical information and advice on how to 

support and encourage biodiversity action at the local level.   

21. UN-Habitat’s Urban Rural Linkages: Guiding Principles, 2019, provides a Framework for Action, which 

identifies planning and institutional actions to create an enabling environment in selected sectoral and thematic 

entry points for application of the Guiding Principles. 

22. The UN Decade of Ecosystem Restoration 2011-2030, is a global call to action, which will draw together 

political support, scientific research and financial muscle to massively scale up restoration from successful pilot 

initiatives to areas of millions of hectares.  

23. The Ramsar Wetland City Accreditation Scheme was introduced in 2015 to provide an opportunity to cities to 

gain international recognition and positive publicity for the city’s wetland conservation efforts. The scheme 

encourages cities to highlight wetland benefits to people and to incorporate wetland protection and wise use into 

municipal planning and decision-making. Since the initiation of the City Accreditation process, 18 cities have 

earned Ramsar Wetland City Accreditation. ICLEI serves on the Independent Advisory Committee for the 

Ramsar Wetland City Accreditation process. 

24. UNCCD COP14 Delhi Declaration, which references subnational and local governments, both in the 

preamble: “Convinced that diverse multi-stakeholder participation, as appropriate, at local, subnational, 

national and regional levels and from all sectors of society, including civil society organizations, local 

government and the private sector, will be crucial to achieving the objectives of the UNCCD”; and in a 

paragraph of the Declaration - “Encourage local governments to adopt integrated land use management and 

enhanced land governance to rehabilitate the natural resource base that makes cities sustainable, taking into 

consideration the New Urban Agenda, including by reducing rates of land consumption and soil sealing along 

with biodiversity and ecosystem loss”. 

 

Achievements by CBD Parties 

25. Several National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans (NBSAPs) include references to local and subnational 

governments, which ensures strategic alignment and in some instances results in the decentralization of 

executive/administrative powers relating to biodiversity management.  For example, there are strategic links 

between the Cameroon 2014 NBSAP and Subnational Strategies and Action plans in the country: Goal 18 of the 

2014 NBSAP states that by 2020 key production sectors and decentralized local authorities should have 

developed sector or region-specific biodiversity targets linked to the national targets. The sub-goals which reflect 

the vision for involving subnational governments include implementation of pilot programmes, mainstreaming 

guidelines and specific targets allocated to regional and local councils. Additionally, the NBSAP specifically 

mandates the Ministry of Internal Planning to involve decentralized local authorities, the private sector and 

NGOs. In Peru, both the National Biodiversity Strategy, as well as the Decentralization Law (Law 27783), 

requires regional governments to develop biodiversity strategies. In Uganda, District Environment Officers were 

selected from different regions to represent local authorities in the NBSAP review and updating process right 

from the start of the process. These officers were among the stakeholders that were trained on the NBSAP review 

and updating process. The training was the first activity carried out for the review and updating of the NBSAP. 

Building on the knowledge created through capacity building workshops, representatives of local authorities 

anticipated in the process including setting national biodiversity targets, stakeholder validation workshops and 

the same representatives of local authorities are currently being engaged to pilot mainstreaming/integration of the 

NBSAP into District Development Plans. 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/health/cbo-action-policy-en.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=400&nr=294&menu=35
https://urbanrurallinkages.files.wordpress.com/2019/09/url-gp-1.pdf
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/
https://www.ramsar.org/activity/wetland-city-accreditation
https://www.unccd.int/news-events/new-delhi-declaration-investing-land-and-unlocking-opportunities
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III. SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS LINKED TO DECISION X/22  

26. The Singapore Index on Cities’ Biodiversity was introduced in 2008. The assessment tool 

aims to help cities evaluate and monitor their biodiversity conservation efforts through a 

predetermined self-assessment. It was refined and expanded in 2019 and the next version is 

being finalized. 

27. The Brazilian government created a National Biodiversity Program in 1994, and a related national policy in 2002. 

The 2002 decree revised the terms of reference of a Commission, CONABIO, established to promote the 

implementation of commitments made by Brazil to the CBD, and to identify and propose priority areas and 

actions for research on the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity components. The main mandate of 

the National Biodiversity Commission (CONABIO) is to coordinate, monitor and evaluate strategies, policies, 

action plans, programs and projects on biodiversity. The Commission is composed of representatives of all 

ministries and relevant government agencies, as well as 10 representative bodies for the private sector, labor, 

civil society organizations and academia. The Association of States’ Environmental Authorities is one of its 

members. Brazilian associations of municipalities like ANAMMA are quite active in the political and 

institutional (learning) level and are being considered to become strongly involved in CONABIO’s work. 

28. South Africa has a well-developed system of spatial biodiversity planning, which has been adopted by 

governments at different levels. Municipalities at the local authority level adopt municipal biodiversity sector 

plans, with “critical biodiversity areas” and “ecological support areas”, with accompanying land-use guidelines, 

published in terms of a national Act to guide land-use planning and decision-making by a range of sectors. These 

plans can be used to incorporate biodiversity considerations into municipal spatial development frameworks - 

broader municipal spatial plans that cover all elements of planning and development. Once approved by the 

national or provincial Minister for the Environment, biodiversity sector plans become “bioregional plans”. The 

“critical biodiversity areas” in South Africa’s bioregional plans oblige the relevant municipality and its province 

to take biodiversity considerations into account in spatial planning. 

29. The National Spatial Plan in China is under the control of the Ministry of Land and Resources which issues rules 

for developing master plans for land use at municipal, county and town levels. The rules require that local 

authorities control land use for urban and rural development and identify core areas of nature reserves, forest 

parks and geological parks. Natural habitats for wild animals and plants are included in the provincial and 

aforementioned protected lists. Development is banned in core areas of protected water source areas. 

30. The Bolivian Ministry of Environment and Water implemented a pilot project in the municipality of Apollo to 

strengthen planning by incorporating components of biodiversity conservation into developing the Municipal 

Development Plan. 

31. In Germany, the “Federal Re-networking Programme” aims to address the ecological challenges of a fragmented 

natural landscape. They explicitly rely on local authorities for its successful implementation, which calls for 

close collaboration between federal, regional and local authorities. The federal level is providing assistance for 

model projects designed to implement re-networking measures. 

32. The Government of Uganda developed a National Biodiversity Finance Plan as part of  a UNDP-led global 

project under the Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN). Among other issues it analyzes the level of 

investment in biodiversity conservation across levels of governance; and the level of actual financial resources 

and investments by local authorities in biodiversity.  

https://www.cbd.int/subnational/partners-and-initiatives/city-biodiversity-index
https://www.biodiversityfinance.net/knowledge-product/uganda-national-biodiversity-finance-plan
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III. SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS LINKED TO DECISION X/22  

Achievements by local and subnational governments 

33. Various subnational and local governments across the world have developed Biodiversity 

Strategies and Actions Plans. These include for example, the Western Cape Provincial Government (South 

Africa), Ontario Province (Canada), the  City of Cape Town and City of Johannesburg in South Africa; the Ilala 

Municipal Council LBSAP (a municipality within Dar es Salaam City in Tanzania); Lilongwe in Malawi; and 

Medellín in Colombia (its Local Biodiversity Policy is based on the NBSAP and was established as a local law in 

2014 by the municipality agreement number 10). In Germany, the “NBS Länderforen”, a national forum of 

provinces/regions, “länder”, formed since the NBSAP was developed, meets once or twice a year to exchange 

experiences and strengthen coordination. This forum has contributed to 14 of the 16 Länder in Germany having 

their own BSAPs. 

34. The Biodiversity and Land Use Project, initiated in 2015, to support district municipalities in South Africa in 

effectively regulating land use to ensure that biodiversity continues to provide essential ecosystem services to 

municipal residents. The South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) is currently implementing the 

project, together with its partners, with funding from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) through the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

35. At the State level in Brazil, the São Paulo State Environment Department has promoted its Blue-green 

Municipality programme and award (Premiação Programa Município VerdeAzul) since 2007. Its 617 

participating cities need to register, define focal points to interact with the State Environment Authority, and 

commit to measure their environmental performance according to set standards, work to improve their 

performance through public policies and actions and cooperate/network to contribute to the sustainable 

development of the State. Evaluation criteria includes waste treatment, biodiversity, urban reforestation, 

environmental education, water and air quality, and environmental governance. Annual evaluation results are fed 

back to local authorities, and winning approaches are awarded in public events, and offered as State-level 

benchmarks to allow for technical cooperation. 

36. eThekwini Municipality (South Africa) is well known for their Durban Metropolitan Open Space System 

(D’MOSS), a system of green open spaces incorporating areas of high biodiversity and ecosystem service value. 

In South Africa, local governments don’t have an exclusive constitutional mandate to protect the environment – 

this sits with the subnational and national governments. In eThekwini, D’MOSS has been incorporated into the 

municipal town planning schemes, and the valuable fine-scale information generated by D’MOSS has also been 

shared with the other government levels to assist with their planning and impact assessment processes. 

Innovative, cross-boundary, multi-level collaboration is essential for meaningful biodiversity planning, as 

demonstrated by the Umgeni Ecological Infrastructure Project which connects neighbouring local governments, 

subnational and national governments, and private entities to protect the City’s most valuable river system.  

37. Numerous subnational and local governments have initiated and implemented local biodiversity actions, policy 

frameworks, laws and projects, some of these are included below: 

 Rua Gonçalo de Carvalho in Brazil, a tree-lined street created as a natural urban ecolink; 

 The City of Edmonton in Canada has developed a policy in their official city plan requiring alignment with the 

CBD and the subnational government provisions; 

 Water Purification through Wetlands in Nakivubo Swamps Uganda; 

 Ecosystem services valuation in Cape Town, South Africa; 

 Yucatán, Quintana Roo, Campeche governors signed the ASPY 2030 agreement, which expressed their desire to 

restore their coastal ecosystems that harbor exceptional biodiversity and are indispensable in mitigating climate 

change; 

https://www.westerncape.gov.za/eadp/files/atoms/files/PBSAP_Final%20Version%20aligned%20March%202017.pdf
https://www.sanbi.org/biodiversity/science-into-policy-action/mainstreaming-biodiversity/biodiversity-and-land-use-project/
http://www.durban.gov.za/City_Services/development_planning_management/environmental_planning_climate_protection/Durban_Open_Space/Pages/-What-is-the-Durban-Metropolitan-Open-Space-System.aspx
http://biodiversityadvisor.sanbi.org/participation/umngeni-ecological-infrastructure-partnership/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/40218254_Wastewater_treatment_by_a_natural_wetland_the_Nakivubo_swamp_Uganda_processes_and_implications
https://cbc.iclei.org/case_study/cape-town-south-africa/
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III. SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS LINKED TO DECISION X/22  

 Jerusalem Bioregion Center (JBC) for Ecosystem Management, established in 2014, 

promotes sustainable ecosystem management in the Jerusalem region. Participation in the 

LAB Program enabled the City of Jerusalem to play a lead role in the development of frameworks for integrating 

biodiversity protection in the local planning system; 

 eThekwini Municipality, South Africa, has a partnership with the University of KwaZulu-Natal which aims to 

generate much-needed knowledge to assist managers in the municipality in making biodiversity and conservation 

decisions, but also to build capacity and support student research activities at the University; 

 Aichi Prefecture is divided into nine sub-regions and established “Ecological Network Councils” in each sub-

region. These councils comprise NPOs, universities, private companies and local authorities. There are 54 

municipalities in Aichi, and all participate in at least one of the councils. The councils provide opportunities to 

involve the local authorities, including those not actively engaged in the conservation of biodiversity, in the 

discussion on the NBSAPs and LBSAPs through forums, meetings and other networking tools, such as mailing 

lists. The Ecological Network Councils are very effective as they enable the Prefecture government to 

communicate and share information with local authorities, and help the municipalities understand and implement 

the NBSAPs and LBSAPs. As a result of information sharing through various events held by the Ecological 

Network Councils, some councils are developing their own collaborative LBSAPs. The Prefecture held a seminar 

for the local authorities in 2016 on how to develop their own LBSAPs that align with NBSAPs and Prefectural 

LBSAPs; 

 City of Johannesburg Bioregional Plan, Ecosystem Goods and Services Assessment and Valuation - The City of 

Johannesburg, South Africa, is currently drafting the City’s Ecosystem Goods and Services Evaluation. This 

work emphasises the value of urban ecosystem services and incorporates economic valuation; 

 The Western Cape Provincial Government in South Africa produced a Biodiversity Spatial Handbook in 2017, 

which represents the “state of the art” provincial systematic biodiversity planning product to support biodiversity 

conservation in the Province;  

 The Government of Québec declared its alignment to the CBD in 1992 and developed two biodiversity strategies 

and related action plans for the periods 1996-2000 and 2004-2007. It also published Government Biological 

Diversity Guidelines in 2013, as a first step to achieve the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. These Guidelines stem 

from a broad dialogue process involving 12 Québec ministries and civil society actors. The Guidelines are meant 

for all ministries and other governmental bodies in Québec. The priority is to ensure that biodiversity issues are 

taken into account in policy planning and implementing action. The Guidelines provide a flexible framework for 

improving how government incorporates biodiversity issues into their respective fields of activity, and are 

excellent tools for mainstreaming biodiversity in all government areas of endeavor. All ministries and 

government bodies are charged with defining mission-specific targets, monitoring indicators and adequate 

accountability procedures. The Guidelines also instituted a Biological Diversity Steering Committee, composed 

of high-level governmental representatives from several ministries, to ensure inter-ministerial coordination and 

collaboration; 

 São Paulo State has adopted the Aichi Biodiversity Targets following a request by the Governor to the 

Environmental State Secretariat to implement the Strategic Plan. Meanwhile, the City of Sorocaba’s Municipal 

Environmental Policy mentions its alignment with “principles adopted by the CBD”, and their Mata Atlantica 

Municipal Plan proposes the expansion of protected areas to increase connectivity between forest fragments, in 

line with Aichi Biodiversity Target 11, while also intentionally being adapted to integrate with SMA’s Protected 

Areas Plan; 

 A good example of local-regional cooperation is the city of Barcelona and the province Deputació, where 

biodiversity and related concepts such as green infrastructure are considered as opportunities for sustainable 

urban-rural development. There is a close cooperation between these levels and planning is conducted in a 

http://greenmap.org.il/content?lang=en&pageid=8
https://www.capenature.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/DEADP_CN_WCBSP_Handbook_2017.compressed-ilovepdf-compressed.pdf
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coordinated way. Another interesting process has taken place in the Brussels-Capital 

Region. Here, the draft biodiversity plan was developed in a participatory process 

involving representatives of regional and local authorities; 

 In 2009, Toronto was the first city in North America to adopt a bylaw to require and govern the construction of 

green roofs. The City adapted development regulations to  create corridors for animals to migrate and for seeds to 

spread by passing the Green Roof Bylaw, which requires a certain ratio of green roofing for new developments 

above a certain size. Toronto also offers subsidies for building owners willing to create green roofs with their Eco

-Roof Incentive Program, something other cities should mimic; and some already do. 

38. Subnational and local governments have over the past decade adopted various declarations expressing their 

commitments and ambitions. These include:  

 Carta de São Paulo (BIO2020 – Brazilian Perspectives for the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, 2020); 

 Aburrá Valley – Medellin Declaration of Metropolitan Areas to the post – 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework  

(Metropolitan Authorities workshop, 2019); 

 Sharm El-Sheikh Communiqué for Local and Subnational Action for Nature and People (6th Global Biodiversity 

Summit for Cities and Subnational Governments, 2018); 

 Quintana Roo Communiqué on Mainstreaming Local and Subnational Biodiversity Action (5th Global 

Biodiversity Summit for Cities and Subnational Governments, 2016); 

 Gangwon/Pyeongchang Resolution for Cities and Subnational Governments for Biodiversity (4th Biodiversity 

Summit For Cities and Subnational Governments, 2014); 

 Hyderabad Declaration on Subnational Governments, Cities and Local Authorities for Biodiversity (3rd Cities for 

Life: City and Subnational Biodiversity Summit, 2012); 

 Aichi/Nagoya Declaration on Local Authorities and Biodiversity Support of Plan of Action on Subnational 

Governments, Cities and Other Local Authorities for Biodiversity, 2011 – 2020, (2nd City Biodiversity Summit, 

2010); 

 The Towards Aichi/Nagoya: Second Curitiba Declaration on Local Authorities and Biodiversity was adopted by 

Mayors and other high-level officials, at the occasion of the Second CBD Meeting on Cities and Biodiversity, 

held in Curitiba, Brazil, on 6 and 7 January 2010. This Declaration recalled earlier Declarations, highlighting its 

significance;   

 Bonn Call for Action on Cities and Biodiversity (Mayors Conference - Local Action for Biodiversity, 2008); and 

 The Durban Commitment: Local Governments for Biodiversity, was the key outcome of the International Local 

Action for Biodiversity (LAB) Workshop held in 2008. This committed local governments to improving 

biodiversity management, including under the conditions of climate change.  

 
 

Achievements by global organizations  

39. ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability established the ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Centre (CBC) in 2009. 
The CBC leads ICLEI’s biodiversity advocacy work and offers a broad array of supportive technical services 
centered around finding local solutions and promoting innovation to address the complex issues surrounding 
natural capital and the degradation of ecosystem services. 

40. ICLEI has organized successive Global Biodiversity Summits of Local and Subnational Governments, as official 

events in parallel to the CBD COPs since COP 9 in 2008. Successive Global Biodiversity Summits of Local and 

Subnational Governments have been co-convened by ICLEI, host governments, and key partners as official 

events in parallel to the CBD COPs since COP 9 in 2008. These Summits have resulted in declarations being 

adopted (captured above in paragraph 38). Since the first Summit, there has been at least one official COP 

decision dedicated to local and subnational governments emerging from each Summit’s negotiations (see 

declarations listed in paragraph 29 above) and major initiatives have been launched at these Summits (more 

detailed information is captured in the Summit Reports).  

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/official-plan-guidelines/green-roofs/green-roof-bylaw/
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/water-environment/environmental-grants-incentives/green-your-roof/
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/water-environment/environmental-grants-incentives/green-your-roof/
https://cbc.iclei.org/carta-de-sao-paulo-perspectivas-brasileiras-para-o-marco-pos-2020-da-biodiversidade/
https://cbc.iclei.org/subnational-platform-for-advancing-the-post-2020-framework/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/c745/007e/3ac98825a03a8073bf0d547d/cop-14-inf-48-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/c745/007e/3ac98825a03a8073bf0d547d/cop-14-inf-48-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/c745/007e/3ac98825a03a8073bf0d547d/cop-14-inf-48-en.pdf
https://cbc.iclei.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Quintana-Roo-Communique-1.pdf
http://www.biodivercity-summit.org/common/file/path/MTQxNjE4Mzk2NTY1NTE=.pdf/name/Pyeongchang-Gangwon%20Resolution_final.pdf
http://chm-thai.onep.go.th/chm/city/document/Hyderabad_Declaration.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/authorities/doc/CBS-declaration/Aichi-Nagoya-Declaration-CBS-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/authorities/doc/CBS-declaration/Aichi-Nagoya-Declaration-CBS-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/city/mayors-02/official/mayors-02-declaration-en.pdf
https://www.bonn.de/medien-global/amt-02/Bonn_Call_for_Action.pdf
https://www.iclei.org/
https://cbc.iclei.org/
https://cbc.iclei.org/resources/#1504250569778-4926ed0c-5afb
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41. ICLEI’s Cities Biodiversity Center has been coordinating the Urban Nature Forums, as parallel 

events to the ICLEI World Congresses, since their inception in 2006. These forums are held 

every three years, and feature global experts in the urban biodiversity field. 

42. ICLEI’s President, Lord Mayor Ashok Sridharan of Bonn, appointed Mayor Valérie Plante of the City of 

Montréal, as ICLEI’s Global Ambassador for Local Biodiversity in August 2019. In her  role as Global 

Ambassador, Mayor Plante will highlight the role of cities to address the biodiversity crisis facing the world and 

serve as a global advocate for the protection of nature and biodiversity by local governmentsto. She will work 

closely with ICLEI’s network of nearly 2,000 cities and subnational governments to ensure all urban 

communities, regardless of size, are supported in defending biodiversity and nature from imminent threat.  

43. ICLEI has initiated, and participated in, projects globally and in different regions that focus on different aspects 

of nature and cities. These include the following: 

 Integrated Action on Biodiversity (INTERACT-Bio) - this four-year IKI funded project on biodiversity 

mainstreaming at the city-region scale is implemented in Tanzania, Brazil and India. Participating cities are 

supported to incorporate and integrate biodiversity and nature-based solutions into sector policies, develop Local 

Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans, implement demonstration projects and build investment cases for 

investment in nature and biodiversity at the city-region level; 

 Urban Natural Assets for Africa (UNA): Rivers for Life and Coasts for Life - The projects were designed to 

support the daily challenges that local governments in Africa experience around protecting and revitalizing their 

urban natural assets, particularly their rivers and coasts. Both projects  specifically seek to improve human well-

being, contribute to poverty alleviation and build climate resilience through integrating nature-based solutions 

into land-use planning; 

 ReGREEN - aims to substantially improve the evidence and tools for supporting co-creation of nature-based 

solutions (NBS) in urban settings, implementation of decision support systems for planning and governance, and 

development of business models for realising spatially relevant NBS, that provide multiple ecosystem services 

and wellbeing; 

 ENABLE - explores under which circumstances the benefits of green and blue infrastructure can be – or are 

being – realized in cities. The project looks at various benefits urban green and blue infrastructure can offer, how 

they are distributed, and who benefits from them. It aims to develop new methods and tools to maximise the 

capacity of green and blue interventions in neighbourhoods and metropolitan regions, taking into account local 

stakeholders’ perspectives; 

 Connecting Nature - funded by the European Commission's Horizon 2020 Innovation Action Program, the 

initiative is a partnership of 31 organizations from various sectors, working with local authorities, communities, 

industry representatives, NGOs and academics, to promote Nature Based Solutions in Brazilian cities; 

 Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB: Wetlands South Africa) - the project pioneered wetland consideration 

and action at the local and subnational level. The USAID funded initiative was facilitated by ICLEI from 2015-

2018 in 9 districts and 2 metros across South Africa. Working In partnership with key government and external 

agencies, the project built city capacity and improved knowledge and understanding of wetland ecosystems,  

integrated ecosystem services and biodiversity into planning and decision-making through the development of 

Wetland Strategy and Action Plans and supported the development of bankable proposals for implementation in 3 

of the participating cities; 

 Sub-Saharan African Cities: A Five Cities Network to Pioneer Climate Adaptation through Participatory 

Action Research - project to address the knowledge, resource, capacity and networking gaps of five Southern 

African cities (Cape Town, South Africa, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania; Maputo, Mozambique; Walvis Bay, Namibia; 

and Port St. Louis, Mauritius) by strengthening their ability to plan for, and adapt to, the impacts associated with 

climate change and the biodiversity sector. 

https://cbc.iclei.org/event/urban-nature-forums/
https://iclei.org/en/INTERACT_Bio.html
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/una-rivers-life/
https://iclei-europe.org/projects/?c=search&uid=hxpy2kO3
https://iclei-europe.org/projects/?c=search&uid=ddiPUN9C
http://sams.iclei.org/o-que-fazemos/projetos-em-andamento/connecting-nature.html
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/lab-wetlands-sa/
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44. CitiesWithNature (CWN) is a unique online interactive platform that enhances the 

value of nature in and around cities and was co-founded by ICLEI, the IUCN, and TNC. 

It was launched at the ICLEI World Congress in Montreal in June 2018. It provides a 

platform for cities to share, connect, inspire, report and work with shared commitment towards a more sustainable 

urban world and contribute to the objectives of the CBD. The platform is currently being expanded to cater for 

RegionsWithNature. The SCBD officially endorses this platform as the official platform where cities and 

subnational governments should make their commitments and monitor and report on progress towards achieving 

these commitments as contributions to achieving the new global biodiversity framework. In addition to the three 

founding partners, various other international organizations have partnered with CitiesWithNature, including 

Cities4Forests, WWF Germany, and the Salzburg Global Seminar.  

45. The European Committee of Regions (CoR) is an official consultative body to the European Union (EU) 

institutions, which represents local and regional authorities across the EU and advises on new laws that have an 

impact on regions and cities (70% of all EU legislation). The CoR’s mission is to involve regional and local 

authorities in the EU decision-making process and thus to encourage greater participation from our European 

citizens. The CoR’s objective is to increase the influence of regions and local authorities in EU legislation. In 

particular for biodiversity, the CoR has contributed to the definition of the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 and 

to 2030. The CoR also contributes to the post-2020 GBF via official documents called Opinions via submission to 

UN Parties as informative documents at UN CBD COPs. It also participates in the Global Biodiversity Summits 

of Cities and Subnational Governments. 

46. The European Committee of Regions have, since 2010, developed several policy opinions, namely EU and 

international biodiversity policy beyond 2010; in 2013 Green infrastructure – enhancing Europe’s natural capital; 

in 2014 Multilevel governance in promoting the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 and implementing the 

international Aichi Targets;  in 2015 Contribution to the fitness check on the EU Birds and Habitats Directives;  

and in 2018. The contribution of EU cities and regions to the CBD COP14 and the post 2020 EU Biodiversity 

Strategy. Currently the CoR is developing an opinion on Bio-diverse cities and regions beyond 2020 at the UN 

CBD COP 15 and in the next EU strategy, which will be available in October 2020. 

47. Group of Leading Subnational Governments towards Aichi Biodiversity Targets (GoLS), advocated by 

Governor Ohmura of Aichi Prefecture, was established in 2016 and launched political statements on the role of 

subnational governments in achieving the Aichi Biodiversity Targets along COP13 and COP14. GoLS has held 

side events at COP13, SBSTTA21 and SBI-2 to show the role of subnational governments to the Parties, and 

published two reports on concrete initiatives by the members and submitted them to SCBD. GoLS consists of nine 

subnational governments of seven countries. It is now compiling another report on vertical integration among 

different levels of governments toward COP15: The GoLS Report on Subnational Governments’ Experience of 

Vertical Integration is a unique attempt to descr ibe the initiatives of the members along the Guidelines 

above, to understand the real mechanism of vertical integration. It is still under compilation, but would show that, 

once subnational governments are mandated, they could generate a wide range of initiatives on biodiversity. 

Specific experiences of the members reported suggest that the most basic stage of vertical integration to ensure 

alignment with the national targets needs mutual effort of national and subnational governments. The experiences 

also suggest that there are some spheres where both national and subnational governments are addressing such as 

cooperation projects, financial support and technical support, and some spheres where subnational initiatives are 

superb such as building cooperation formation, capacity-building and cooperation across borders. From such 

experiences, we can conclude that the Parties can generate significant leverage in their effort to deliver coherent 

biodiversity policies to the ground by activating subnational governments, and that we can learn much by 

knowing the initiatives of each other. 

48. The Regions4 Biodiversity Learning Platform (R4BLP), a flagship initiative of Regions4, consists of a global 

community of regional governments that work together to build, improve and implement subnational biodiversity strategies 

and action plans (BSAPs), exchange knowledge and lessons learned, and promote partnerships. It was launched in December 

2016 at the COP 13 in Mexico and it is officially endorsed by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

(SCBD). 

https://cwn.iclei.org/
https://cor.europa.eu/en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/HR/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52010AR0112
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/HR/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52010AR0112
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1585580185989&uri=CELEX:52013IR4577
https://cor.europa.eu/EN/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opid=CDR-8074-2013
https://cor.europa.eu/EN/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opid=CDR-8074-2013
https://cor.europa.eu/EN/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opid=CDR-2624-2015
https://cor.europa.eu/EN/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opid=CDR-1019-2018
https://cor.europa.eu/EN/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opid=CDR-1019-2018
https://cor.europa.eu/EN/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opId=CDR-539-2020
https://cor.europa.eu/EN/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opId=CDR-539-2020
http://kankyojoho.pref.aichi.jp/gols/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/e407/50a3/57cedad4db623bb60dc2d597/cop-14-inf-38-en.pdf
https://www.regions4.org/
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49. The Nature Conservancy’s (TNC) Healthy Trees Healthy City Initiative aims to protect the 

health of American trees, forests, and communities by creating a culture of long-term stewardship 

and monitoring which embraces citizen science and local involvement. TNC’s Washington Nature 

works in concert with regional, national and global offices of The Nature Conservancy to sustain and enhance a healthy 

relationship between people and nature by delivering innovative solutions to pressing conservation needs and leveraging 

these solutions at a meaningful scale. An example of a TNC: Washington Nature program is the Water 100 Project, which 

has brought together private businesses, government, NGO and scientific communities to identify, assess, fund and 

implement the 100 most substantive solutions for improving water in the Washington region. And the TNC’s Water Funds 

Toolbox enables downstream water users, such as cities, businesses, and utilities, to invest in upstream land management to 

improve water quality and quantity and generate long-term benefits for people and nature. TNC has also produced numerous 

reports on nature and subnational and local governments. For example, The Outside our Doors Report, presents a panoramic 

view of how our cities and towns benefit from nature—on the streets, next to schools and hospitals, outside our windows; 

everywhere people are, we can benefit from nature. The Report draws on experiences and evidence from the Puget Sound 

Region in the State of Washington. It brings together evidence supporting how natural infrastructure in and around cities 

helps people thrive and how communities can conserve and create high quality green spaces that support human health and 

wellbeing. 

50. NATURE4ALL formally launched on September 2nd at the 2016 International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

World Conservation Congress in Hawaii, is a global movement to inspire love of nature. The initiative showcases a free-to-

use, online collection of nature-based resources to help connect people with nature. Through partnerships, Nature4All 

provides a platform to share knowledge, strategies, and actions and amplify the collective reach and impact of work to 

connect people and nature.  

51. Salzburg Global Seminar is an independent non-profit organization founded in 1947 to challenge current and future leaders 

to shape a better world. Its multi-year program series aims to bridge divides, expand collaboration and transform systems. 

Salzburg Global convenes outstanding talent across generations, cultures and sectors to inspire new thinking and action, and 

to connect local innovators with global resources. They foster lasting networks and partnerships for creative, just, and 

sustainable change. Salzburg Global has a specific urban focus, the Parks for the Planet Forum, which is part of its Planet and 

Health Program. The Parks for the Planet Forum is a long-term collaboration to reconnect people and nature in an urbanized 

world. It was launched in 2015, to improve human and societal well-being by expanding access to nature-rich urban spaces, 

increasing investments in urban conservation, and creating dynamic partnerships between people, cities, and protected area 

systems. 

52. Cities4Forests helps cities from around the world connect with and invest in inner forests (such as city trees and urban 

parks), nearby forests (such as green corridors and watersheds) and faraway forests (such as tropical and boreal forests). The 

organization encourages cities to better conserve, manage, and restore these forests. Furthermore, it provides technical 

assistance to align local policy, shared knowledge, peer-to-peer learning and communication activities in order to help cities 

take climate action together. 

53. The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) created WWF One Planet Cities to transform cities through increasing political leadership, 

public engagement and entrepreneurship. Their aim is to support the creation and development of One Planet Cities around 

the globe – cities that enable all people to thrive and prosper while respecting the ecological limits of our one and only planet. 

54. World Urban Parks (WUP) is a new international organization representing the vibrant urban parks, open space and 

recreation sector. WUP seeks to build healthy, liveable and sustainable communities through urban parks and open space at a 

time when urban growth will see 70 percent of the world's population living in urban areas by 2050. For the organization, 

sharing knowledge and providing a collective voice for all people and organizations engaged in green cities, open space, 

recreation, health and related activity is vital. 

55. The International Association of Horticultural Producers (AIPH) aims to rekindle and maintain an enduring 

relationship with plants; serving the diverse needs of growers in a globalized world; and pushing the boundaries 

of science and sharing cutting-edge research. AIPH seeks to make clear the value of plants in the urban setting, 

and to advance the essential role they play in sustaining our planet, as well as help all of us rediscover an affinity 

with our surroundings as old as humanity. They lead global thinking on the successful integration of nature into 

the built environment. Their Green City initiative promotes the essential role of plants in creating vibrant urban 

areas in which people and businesses can thrive: Our environment, human wellbeing, social cohesion and 

economies are all improved by intelligently designed green space. 

https://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationPractices/cities/hthc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.washingtonnature.org/cities
https://www.washingtonnature.org/fieldnotes/2020/4/15/water-100-project-inspires-solutions-for-puget-sound
https://waterfundstoolbox.org/
https://waterfundstoolbox.org/
https://www.washingtonnature.org/cities/outsideourdoors/
http://natureforall.global/
https://www.salzburgglobal.org/
https://cities4forests.com/
https://wwf.panda.org/our_work/projects/one_planet_cities/
https://wup.imiscloud.com/
http://aiph.org/about-aiph/
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56. Biophilic Cities is a global network, launched in 2013, and comprising a community of 

partner cities, organizations and individuals committed to planning and designing cities 

with abundant nature, where citizens have rich contact with the flourishing natural world as an 

element of daily life. 

57. The unprecedented growth in urban populations globally presents massive challenges to governments and their 

citizens. This trend offers an opportunity to find new ways of managing cities and the overall impact of human 

settlements on the environment, respecting planetary boundaries, addressing in particular climate change and loss 

of biodiversity. The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) has produced a management system 

standard for communities that commit to the sustainable development of their administrative area or territory, 

ISO 37101, which cities, towns, villages or other kinds of human settlements with territorial boundaries and 

administrative authority. It offers practical guidance on initiating, planning, implementing, measuring and 

managing sustainable development activities in a holistic and inclusive way based on sustainability principles. 

Recently ISO has developed a proposal for the creation of a new technical committee on “Biodiversity” to 

develop standards and standardization documents in the field of Biodiversity; and develop requirements, 

principles, framework, guidance and tools in a global approach for relevant organizations, to enhance their 

contribution to sustainable development. 

58. A host of guidelines, manuals, toolkits and other resources for subnational and local governments have been 

produced by international organizations over the past decade. These include:   

 Local Action for Biodiversity Guidebook: Biodiversity Management for Local Governments prepared 

by IUCN, ICLEI, SCBD, UN in 2010 Habitat. The publication was designed to assist practitioners in local 

government to improve the way in which biodiversity is managed within their administrations. The 

guidebook recognizes the key role that local governments play in the custodianship of biodiversity globally; 

 TEEB Manual for Cities: Ecosystem Services in Urban Management, produced by the Helmholtz 

Centre for Environmental Research (UFZ), ICLEI and IUCN in 2011; 

 Guidelines for an Integrated Approach in the Development and Implementation of National, 

Subnational and Local Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans produced by ICLEI and the SCBD 

with funding from the Japan Biodiversity Fund, these guidelines were intended as a tool to advance the 

subnational and local implementation of NBSAPs, to provide guidance on how to make best use of 

subnational and local authority knowledge in compiling and implementing NBSAPs, and coordinate 

planning, governance and monitoring mechanisms between different levels of government to optimize 

synergies; 

 Subnational Governments Achievement towards Aichi Biodiversity Target 9 and SDG Target 15.8, 

produced by Regions4 was launched during the 22nd meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 

Technical and Technological Advice (Montreal, Canada, July 2018); 

 Global Challenges, Regional Solutions: The Regions for Biodiversity Learning Platform, Two Years of 

Lessons Learned, produced by Regions4 and launched at the 14th meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

(COP 14) (Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, November 2018); 

 Mainstreaming Biodiversity: The Subnational Government Experience, produced by Regions4 with 

support from the University of Santos (São Paulo, Brazil) and the Advisory Committee on Subnational 

Governments and Biodiversity, was recently shared with the CBD Secretariat for the consideration of the 3rd 

meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Implementation as an information document under agenda item 11, 

Mainstreaming of biodiversity within and across sectors and other strategic actions to enhance 

implementation; 

https://www.biophiliccities.org/
https://cbc.iclei.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/LAB_Guidebook_sm.pdf
http://doc.teebweb.org/wp-content/uploads/Study%20and%20Reports/Additional%20Reports/Manual%20for%20Cities/TEEB%20Manual%20for%20Cities_English.pdf
http://cbc.iclei.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/NBSAP_WEB_SINGLE_PAGES-2.pdf
http://cbc.iclei.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/NBSAP_WEB_SINGLE_PAGES-2.pdf
https://www.regions4.org/publications/subnational-governments-achievement-towards-aichi-biodiversity-target-9-and-sdg-target-15-8/
https://www.regions4.org/publications/global-challenges-regional-solutions-the-regions-for-biodiversity-learning-pla-orm-two-years-of-lessons-learned/
https://www.regions4.org/publications/global-challenges-regional-solutions-the-regions-for-biodiversity-learning-pla-orm-two-years-of-lessons-learned/
https://www.regions4.org/publications/mainstreaming-biodiversity-the-subnational-government-experience/
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 IUCN Guidelines for Privately Protected Areas, 2018, addresses planning and 

management of privately protected areas (or PPAs) and the guidance is aimed principally 

at practitioners and policy makers, who are or may be involved with PPAs. The aim of 

these guidelines is to shape the application of IUCN policy and principles towards enhanced effectiveness and 

conservation outcomes, focused on PPA managers and administrators.  

 IUCN Urban protected areas: profiles and best practice guidelines, 2015, explains the context and concept 

of urban protected areas, profiles urban protected areas in 15 metropolitan areas around the world, and offers 

best practice guidelines. 

 IUCN’s Urban Nature Index - currently being developed by IUCN Urban Nature Alliance and the Technical 

Working Group which was convened in 2019. It aims to create an assessment tool to measure biodiversity within 

cities in a holistic manner, in a way that is accessible to less-capacitated cities. 

 

Achievements of the research and academic sector 

59. The scientific community’s support and recognition of the role of cities and local authorities in biodiversity 

conservation was expressed in the Erfurt Declaration at the Urban Biodiversity and Design (URBIO) Conference 

in Erfurt, Germany in 2008.  

60. Various research institutions have research programs that focus on urban biodiversity. This includes for example, 

the Stockholm Resilience Centre - an international research center focusing on resilience and sustainability 

science under themes of landscapes, marine, and urban topics. The urban theme focuses on linkages between 

ecosystem services, biodiversity, societies and humankind in urban context. 

61. Nature in the Urban Century: is a global assessment written by 27 scientists and academics from TNC, the 

Stockholm University, McGill University, Stellenbosch University, Future Earth, Columbia University, Texas 

A&M University and others. This report presents a business-as-usual scenario, which assumes that current urban 

growth trends continue, and quantifies the impact that urban growth could have on biodiversity and human well-

being. It also quantifies the significance of natural habitat for climate mitigation and adaptation; and concludes 

by highlighting solutions that can help avoid the negative impacts forecasted under the business-as-usual 

scenario—ways that governments at all levels can plan and implement a positive natural future for our urban 

century. 

62. Naturvation: Cities Nature-Innovation - this project is led by Durham University, and involves 14 institutions 

across Europe working in fields as diverse as urban development, innovation studies, geography, ecology, 

environmental assessment and economics. The partnership includes city governments, non-governmental 

organizations and business. It will assess what nature-based solutions can achieve in cities, examine how 

innovation is taking place, and work with communities and stakeholders to develop the knowledge and tools 

required to realize the potential of nature-based solutions for meeting urban sustainability goals. Six cities 

(Barcelona, Utrecht, Leipzig, Malmö, Győr and Newcastle) are partners in NATURVATION and will 

convene urban-regional innovation partnerships (URIPs) with strategic urban government, business and civil 

society organizations. The URIPs will provide insights into the variety of ways in which nature-based solutions 

are being used in different urban conditions. 

63. Organizations such as The Nature Conservancy, have also conducted research on urban nature related topics, 

such as the global analysis of the effects of trees on air quality and heat under taken by Rob Macdonald of 

the TNC. This study looked at 245 of the world’s largest cities, and found that urban tree planting efforts could 

improve the health of urban citizens in a cost-effective way. 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/47916
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/44644
https://www.fh-erfurt.de/urbio/httpdocs/content/ErfurtDeclaration_Eng.php
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research.html
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328939480_Nature_in_the_Urban_Century_A_global_assessment_of_where_and_how_to_conserve_nature_for_biodiversity_and_human_wellbeing
https://naturvation.eu/home
https://naturvation.eu/location/europe/es/barcelona
https://naturvation.eu/location/europe/nl/utrecht
https://naturvation.eu/location/europe/de/leipzig
https://naturvation.eu/location/europe/se/malmo
http://naturvation.eu/location/europe/hu/gyor
http://naturvation.eu/location/europe/hu/gyor
http://naturvation.eu/location/europe/hu/gyor
https://naturvation.eu/location/europe/gb/newcastle
https://www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-do/our-insights/perspectives/how-urban-trees-can-save-lives/
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64. The Nature of Cities - is an international platform for transdisciplinary dialogue and 

urban solutions, which facilitates the sharing of diverse, transformative ideas about cities 

as ecosystems of people, nature, and infrastructure.  

65. Future Earth is a network of scientists, researchers, and innovators designed to provide knowledge needed to 

support transformations towards sustainability. Their focus is on a systems-based approach to underpin evidence-

based policies and strategies for sustainable development.  

66. The Urban Biodiversity and Design Network (URBIO) is an open worldwide scientific network for education 

and research. This network of around 1150 members from 64 countries, many of whom are acclaimed 

researchers and scientists, aims to promote the implementation of the CBD through its work.  

67. The Natural Capital Project (NCP) pioneers science, technology, and partnerships that enable people and nature 

to thrive.  NCP works to integrate the value nature provides to society into all major decisions. Their ultimate 

objective is to improve the well-being of all people and nature by motivating greater and more targeted natural 

capital investments. Centered at Stanford University, NCP operates as a partnership between the Chinese 

Academy of Sciences, the University of Minnesota, the Stockholm Resilience Centre, The Nature Conservancy, 

and the World Wildlife Fund. They are an interdisciplinary team of academics, software engineers, and real-

world professionals all working to make valuing natural capital easier and more accessible to everyone. Building 

on their work on global Sustainable Development issues, NCP recognized a crucial need for natural capital 

approaches in cities around the world. Sustainable, Livable cities are a core initiative of the Natural Capital 

Project. 

68. The goal of the Urban Nature Research Center (UNRC), is to help to spotlight ways to boost and sustain that 

biodiversity, and ultimately make L.A. a hospitable place for wildlife—and, by extension, humans—to thrive. 

UNRC is based in the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County. Community science is important to the 

UNRC as most of L.A.’s wildlife lives in private property—backyards, schoolyards, the courtyards of apartment 

buildings.  

 69. The Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) is an online, international, open data infrastructure. 

GBIF allows governments to freely access and publish biodiversity data, through a widely used centralized 

source of biodiversity information, which informs better decisions to conserve and sustainably use the biological 

resources of the planet. Cities are encouraged to share their data on the GBIF portal. 

70. The Science-based Targets Network (SBTN) is par t of the Global Commons Alliance, a network of 

organizations, businesses and governments aiming to positively transform the world’s economic systems and 

protect the global commons. Through an international coalition of actors, SBTN is working to develop 

methodologies and tools to enable cities to set & commit to Science Based Targets (SBTs) for Nature (in addition 

to Climate), so they can do their fair share to stop the loss of nature and contribute to the Global Goals of Nature, 

developed under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), with a specific focus on alignment with the Post 

2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF). 

 

Achievements in the business and private sector  

71. The OECD’s Green Cities Programme was launched in 2010 to assess how urban green growth and 

sustainability policies can contribute to improve the economic performance and environmental quality of 

metropolitan areas and thus enhance the contribution of urban areas to national growth, quality of life and 

competitiveness. This programme responded to the 2010 OECD Urban Roundtable of Mayors and Ministers on 

Cities and Green Growth, where mayors and ministers from 21 cities and 34 countries called for an evaluation of 

green growth policies to determine policy best practices.  The Program’s main findings and policy 

recommendations, and a preliminary approach to measuring green growth in cities were presented in the Green 

Growth in Cities Report, which was published in 2013.  

https://www.thenatureofcities.com/
https://futureearth.org/
https://www.urbionetwork.com/
https://www.urbionetwork.com/
https://naturalcapitalproject.stanford.edu/who-we-are/natural-capital-project
https://nhm.org/research-collections/departments/urban-nature-research-center
https://www.gbif.org/
http://sciencebasedtargetsnetwork.org/index.html
http://www.oecd.org/cfe/regional-policy/Programme_Description_OECD_Urban_Green_Growth_in_Dynamic_Asia.pdf
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/urban-rural-and-regional-development/green-growth-in-cities_9789264195325-en
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/urban-rural-and-regional-development/green-growth-in-cities_9789264195325-en
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72. ICLEI-RUAF CityFood Network aims to accelerate local and regional government 

action on sustainable and resilient city-region food systems by combining networking 

with training, policy guidance and technical expertise to its participants. CITYFOOD is 

active in both the Global North and South and builds a strong south-south-north exchange platform for learning 

among cities. It establishes direct connections with people on the ground and between staff engaged in policy 

development. CITYFOOD is open to local and regional governments, whether they are engaging with the issue 

for the first time or working to implement the Milan Urban Food Policy Pact and at the frontier of innovative 

food systems work. 

73. Milan Urban Food Policy Pact was signed on the 15 October 2015 in Milan by more than 100 cities and 

presented the day after to the UN secretary general Ban Ki-moon on the occasion of the World Food Day 

celebration.  

 

    International funding instruments and development finance institutions 

74. Global Environmental Facility - was established in 1992 to help tackle our planet’s most pressing 

environmental problems. Since then, the GEF has provided close to $20 billion in grants and mobilized an 

additional $107 billion in co-financing for more than 4,700 projects in 170 countries. Through its Small Grants 

Programme, the GEF has provided support to nearly 24,000 civil society and community initiatives in 128 

countries. The GEF has funded local biodiversity projects. 

75. International Climate Initiative (IKI) - of the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and 

Nuclear Safety (BMU) has financed climate and biodiversity projects in developing and emerging countries as 

well as in the transition countries since 2008. The IKI is an important component of German climate finance and 

financial commitments under the Biodiversity Convention. It explicitly focuses on climate protection, adaptation 

to the consequences of climate change and the protection of biological diversity. IKI has funded local 

biodiversity projects. 

76. The World Bank Global Platform for Sustainable Cities (GPSC), which is funded by the Global Environment 

Facility (GEF), comprises 28 cities across 11 countries. The GPSC works with practitioners and thought leaders 

from around the world to develop solutions for sustainable urban growth. Together, GPSC partner cities can 

advance towards their visions and goals of being cities that are competitive, inclusive, and resilient. The 

platform's initiatives can be explained through its three pillars in support of urban sustainability. These three 

vertical pillars intersect three primary cross-cutting activities: sustainability indicators; integrated urban planning 

and management - which includes urban biodiversity, natural capital accounting and nature-based solutions; and 

municipal finance.  

https://iclei.org/en/CITYFOOD_Network.html
https://iclei.org/en/CITYFOOD_Network.html
https://iclei.org/en/CITYFOOD_Network.html
http://www.milanurbanfoodpolicypact.org/
https://www.thegef.org/
https://www.international-climate-initiative.com/de/ueber-die-iki/foerderinstrument-iki
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/urbandevelopment/brief/global-platform-for-sustainable-cities
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77. It is very clear from the achievements outlined above that there is a very compelling case for a renewed, 

dedicated and significantly stepped-up decision on the role of subnational and local governments in the post-2020 

Global Biodiversity Framework. While much has been achieved over the past decade, the full potential of 

subnational and local governments to contribute to the global biodiversity agenda, is yet to be fully realized. We 

are faced with an alarming rate of biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation, coupled with the climate crisis 

and pandemic, which, if unchecked, forecast a bleak future. Biodiversity is inextricably linked to climate change, 

and nature can be our strongest ally in the fight against climate change. Indeed, reversing biodiversity loss and 

ecosystem degradation, achieving sustainable consumption and production patterns, and reconnecting our urban 

communities to nature are vital in addressing pandemics. It is at the urban and landscape scale that the impacts of 

loss, degradation and destruction are felt most directly. The achievements over the past decade have shown that 

actions taken on the local and landscape scale can have considerable collective impact in contributing to global 

and national biodiversity targets.  

78. Now more than ever, the whole of government, and indeed the whole of society, must take decisive action, 

individually and collectively, to bring about the transformative change needed to bend the curve in biodiversity 

loss and ecosystem degradation. Recognizing subnational and local governments’ responsibilities in the 

implementation of the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, and allowing for their active participation, is in 

line with the Ecosystems Approach and principles, endorsed in Decision V/6 by the Conference of the Parties, at 

its Fifth Meeting held in Nairobi, Kenya, in 2000. Principle 2: Management should be decentralized to the lowest 

appropriate level specifically makes the case that decentralized systems may lead to greater efficiency, 

effectiveness and equity; that management should involve all stakeholders and balance local interests with the 

wider public interest; and that the closer management is to the ecosystem, the greater the responsibility, 

ownership, accountability, participation, and use of local knowledge. 

79. Speaking at the Africa and Asia/Pacific regional introductory sessions on 6 and 8 May 2020, Mr Francis Ogwal, 

Co-Chair of the Open-ended Working Group (OEWG) on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, 

stressed the importance of action at local and subnational levels and that if this is not properly articulated in the 

Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, it will not be possible to implement the new framework effectively.  

80. Therefore, to fully support Parties in the development, adoption as a policy instrument, and implementation of an 

effective, participatory and bold new global biodiversity framework, local and subnational governments are 

calling for: 

a. the inclusion, as appropriate, of subnational and local government in 2030 and 2050 goals and 2030 action 

targets; 

b. resource mobilization for increased investment in biodiversity action at subnational and local levels; 

c. mainstreaming of biodiversity at subnational and local levels; 

d. capacity-building for subnational and local governments; 

e. tailoring CEPA initiatives and instruments to the subnational and local contexts (communicating, educating 

and raising public awareness); 

f. monitoring, evaluation and feedback by subnational and local governments; and 

g. support for networks and alliances to accelerate biodiversity action by subnational and local governments. 

IV. RECOMMENDATION FOR A NEW 

DEDICATED AND STEPPED-UP DECISION 

THAT BUILDS ON A RENEWED PLAN OF 

ACTION TOWARD 2030  

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/default.asp?m=cop-05&d=06
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IV. RECOMMENDATION FOR A NEW DEDICATED AND STEPPED-UP 

DECISION THAT BUILDS ON A RENEWED PLAN OF ACTION TOWARD 2030  

For each, the following sections present supportive elements and principles for the Parties’ consideration. 

a)  Inclusion, as appropriate, of subnational and local governments in 2030 and 2050 goals and 2030 action 

targets  

Subnational and local governments are part and parcel of Government and accountable to national governments to 

varying degrees. They are essential partners in supporting the implementation of the CBD, yet they are an underused 

ally and resource for achieving global biodiversity goals. They are currently undertaking meaningful action on both 

direct and indirect drivers of biodiversity loss and seeking to work with nature to realize the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), and to contribute to National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) and 

National Determined Contributions (NDCs). Local action and management at ecosystem and landscape levels lead to 

greater efficiency, effectiveness and equity. The post-2020 global biodiversity framework must create enabling 

conditions in which the subnational and local governments’ role is recognized and their contribution valued and 

optimized if it is to achieve transformative outcomes at the global scale. It is therefore necessary to formally 

recognize the role of subnational and local governments in the 2030 and 2050 outcome-oriented goals and action-

oriented targets. To this end, they should, whenever realistic and feasible, include a clear reference to active 

participation by subnational and local governments. To meet such targets and goals, subnational and local 

governments are not only important implementers of action plans and strategies developed at national level, but also 

critical innovators in developing solutions on the ground, at the subnational and local level. They work not only 

through their mandated authority but also through extensive voluntary contributions, creating important partnerships 

that mobilize the business sector, civil society organisations, IPLC, youth and women. Making the most of what 

subnational and local governments have to offer will mean recognising the full range of the roles that they can play. 

It would, therefore, be necessary to include, as appropriate, local and/or subnational contributions into designing, 

committing to and implementing NBSAPs and other implementation support mechanisms. To promote multilevel 

governance, UN organizations and associated global actors should invite representatives of the subnational and local 

government constituency to serve formally and participate fully in institutional structures and instruments where 

appropriate. This will ensure that subnational and local positions and contributions are fully realized and enabled, as 

has happened in the case of the CBD’s Informal Advisory Group on the Mainstreaming of Biodiversity and Advisory 

Committee on Programme of Work for the Global Initiative for Communication, Education and Public Awareness.  

b) Resource mobilization for increased investment in biodiversity action at subnational and local levels  

Subnational and local governments face numerous obstacles in accessing the existing international and regional 

resource opportunities, and in attracting public and private financing for biodiversity. It is, therefore, necessary to 

address such obstacles and barriers in the post-2020 biodiversity policy framework by creating enabling conditions 

for greater investments in biodiversity action by subnational and local governments. Meanwhile, subnational and 

local governments should be able to reprioritize their own resources - i.e. within their budget - as well as to mobilize 

new resources from the private sector. It is imperative that no global crisis is addressed at the cost of leaving nature 

behind: Now more than ever, nature-based solutions must be part of the solution to global crises. It is vital that the 

contribution by subnational and local governments in addressing these crises is well understood and adequately 

resourced, and investment into nature-based solutions increased. 

c) Mainstreaming of biodiversity at subnational and local level 

To make further progress in mainstreaming biodiversity - under the Long-Term Approach to Mainstreaming 

(LTAM) recommended by the Informal Advisory Group on Mainstreaming - it is imperative to reinforce the 

importance of mainstreaming biodiversity across the whole of government, and its policies, including land-use 

planning, development processes, poverty reduction strategies, fiscal policies, budgets and accounts. Secondly, to 

identify the efforts that subnational and local governments specifically need to undertake, together with the private 

sector, indigenous peoples and local communities, and other major groups and stakeholders to support biodiversity 

mainstreaming across jurisdictional, cross-cutting and sectoral policies. Thirdly, to ensure an enabling environment 
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IV. RECOMMENDATION FOR A NEW DEDICATED AND STEPPED-UP 

DECISION THAT BUILDS ON A RENEWED PLAN OF ACTION TOWARD 2030  

that supports the mainstreaming of the multiple social, economic and health benefits of nature at the subnational and 

local levels, to improve the quality of life and resilience of communities; enhance social cohesion; lead to financial 

benefits and savings for both individuals and governments; and promote sustainable consumption and production, 

within planetary boundaries, for urban lifestyles. 

d) Capacity building for subnational and local governments 

Subnational and local governments should be equipped with adequate human, financial and technical means, 

commensurate to their responsibility and jurisdictions, so that actions taken at the subnational and local levels can 

contribute effectively to the implementation of NBSAPs. Specific consideration should also be given to 

strengthening subnational and local governments’ capacity to implementing nature-based solutions (NBS) and green 

and blue infrastructure; and to take actions that improve the quality of life and resilience of their communities, by 

adopting systemic and ecosystem approaches to challenges that communities face daily such as shelter, food, water, 

energy, pollution, transport, health care, decent employment opportunities and enhancement of livelihood options. 

These are all interlinked and fundamentally connected in nature. It is therefore necessary to identify and recognize 

these needs resulting in a more efficient biodiversity action. 

e) Subnational and local government-tailored CEPA (communicating, educating and raising public 

awareness) and local action 

The implementation of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework will be supported by a coherent, comprehensive 

and innovative communication strategy. Building on lessons learnt from the implementation of the Strategy Plan 

2011-2020, subnational and local governments should explicitly be part of the post-2020 communication strategy. 

They are better placed to raise public awareness on the need for immediate biodiversity action, as well as take action 

across the whole of society, as they are the closest public authority to citizens and are also the best informed of the 

specific context they operate in. Their direct connection to communities and circumstances provides them with 

unique insight and legitimacy when communicating necessary changes in lifestyle and production patterns, while 

reconnecting nature and people in and around our cities and regions. In the forthcoming Decade of Ecosystem 

Restoration, with around 75% of our planets’ resources being used in and around cities, and urban populations set to 

rise to almost 70% by 2050, subnational and local governments’ will inevitably play an important role in restoring 

vital ecosystems that provide food and energy, water and biodiversity to support life. 

f) Monitoring, evaluation and feedback by subnational and local governments 

To assess the implementation of measures included in the NBSAPs, each country needs to collect data from the 

subnational and local levels. It is therefore necessary that Parties support subnational and local governments to 

improve decision-making through better access to biodiversity data; and develop a monitoring system that facilitates 

data collection by subnational and local governments that will then be aggregated at national level for reporting and 

evaluation.  Monitoring would benefit from integrating input by subnational and local governments into setting 

targets in NBSAPs, and other frameworks such as National Determined Contributions (NDCs), Sendai risk 

frameworks, UN Habitat’s City Prosperity Initiative Framework, and health and well-being indices. In the post-

Covid world, integration and measurement across biodiversity, climate, sustainability, economic, health and well-

being agendas will be increasingly necessary. This in turn would help provide feedback on progress towards 

attaining biodiversity goals and targets, including on the actions taken, their effectiveness, and resulting changes in 

biological, social and economic conditions that contribute to the attainment of SDGs and implementation of the New 

Urban Agenda. The CitiesWithNature and RegionsWithNature platform provides an online mechanism, which is 

endorsed by the CBD Secretariat, where subnational and local governments can make their commitments and set 

targets as the basis for enabling ongoing monitoring and reporting that can feed into national monitoring and 

reporting systems. 
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g) Support for networks and alliances to accelerate biodiversity action by SNGs 

Parties should facilitate the international cooperation among subnational and local governments, as well as their 

membership in alliances or networks with nearby authorities or with authorities under the same national legislation as 

a measure to address lack of economic and financial resource – realizing e.g. economies of scale with expertise-

pooling or pool implementation of NBSs; to address knowledge gaps or the need for capacity-building. To this end, it 

is necessary to address the digital gap to allow increased connectivity and use of online platforms to make it easier 

for subnational and local governments to work together also online. Recognition should also be given to the value of 

peer-to-peer exchanges and the pioneering work that ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability, the European 

Committee of Regions, Regions4 Sustainable Development and the Group of Leading Subnational Governments to 

the Aichi Biodiversity Targets have played in supporting and strengthening subnational and local governments.  
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ANNEX 1 LIST OF ACHIEVEMENTS 

Name of initiative Outcomes & Objectives 

Where was it 

implemented/ 

Target 

audience? 

When was it 

implemented/

produced? 

Report/ Strategy 

Cities and Biodiversity 

Outlook (CBO) 

 The report provides a summary of a global 

assessment of the links between urbanization, 

biodiversity, and ecosystem services. 

 The report presents 10 key messages for 

strengthening conservation and sustainable use of 

natural resources in the urban context. 

 The report aims to showcase best practices and 

lessons learned, as well as providing information on 

how to incorporate biodiversity and ecosystem 

services into urban policies and agendas. 

Global 2012 

Nature in the Urban Century 

Assessment (NUCA) 

 The report provides a global overview of where and 

how to conserve nature for biodiversity and human 

wellbeing. 

 The report aims to show that urban growth has 

historically impacted global biodiversity in 

significant ways, and that future growth must be 

appropriately planned if the world is to meet its 

goals for protecting biodiversity under the CBD. 

Global 2017 

Indicators 

Singapore Index on Cities’ 

Biodiversity 

 The tool aims to help cities evaluate and monitor 

their biodiversity conservation efforts through a pre

-determined self-assessment. 

 The tool aims to be easily applied, scientifically 

credible, objective and fair. 

 It aims to consolidate biodiversity related indicators 

at the local level. 

Global 2008 

  

Urban Nature Index  Funded by Arcadia, the IUCN Urban Nature 

Alliance aims to create an assessment tool to 

measure biodiversity at the within cities in a holistic 

manner, in a way that is accessible to less-

capacitated cities. 

Global, to be 

implemented 

Technical 

Working 

Group met in 

2019 
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Name of initiative Outcomes & Objectives 

Where was it 

implemented/ 

Target 

audience? 

When was it 

implemented/

produced? 

Programs/ Projects  

Integrated Action on 

Biodiversity 

(INTERACT-Bio) 

 Participating cities within each country will learn how to 

incorporate and integrate nature-based solutions into 

sector policies. 

 The Project will help selected cities produce Local 

Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans. 

 The Project will create a platform to enhance alignment 

and communication between national and subnational 

actors for integrated dialogue around the importance of 

biodiversity and its benefits. 

 Global outputs include Value of Nature poster and 

CitiesWithNature online platform 

 Outputs Tanzania include Ilala Municipality LBSAPs, 

natural asset maps (all 3 countries), Thematic Atlas of 

nature’s benefits to Dar es Salaam, Investment case, pilot 

demonstration projects. 

 In Brazil, the main outputs already delivered have been: 

1. Development and inclusion of a proposal of 

Connectivity Area for the Metropolitan Region of 

Campinas in the Integrated Plan for Urban Development 

of the city-region; 2. National and Local level baseline 

studies of Mechanism for Interfederative Environmental 

Compensation; 3. Ecosystem Services assessment and 

production of an Illustrated Map with the main services 

provided and challenges faced by the three city-regions of 

the project; 4. Establishment of multidisciplinary and 

multilevel forums of discussion regarding biodiversity, 

such as the Working Groups formed to implement the 

proposed Connectivity Area in the City-Region of 

Campinas. 

 Outputs in India include: 

 LBSAP of Kochi Municipal Corporation 

 Natural Asset Maps of Kochi, Panaji, Managluru and 

Gangtok 

 Illustrated Biodiversity Maps of Kochi, Panaji and 

Gangtok 

 Comic book on significance of nature based solutions and 

their role in building climate resilience 

 City Biodiversity Index of Kochi, Gangtok 

 Investment Case 

 Demonstration Projects 

Tanzania (Dar es 

Salaam, Moshi, 

Arusha, Dodoma) 

Brazil (Campinas, 

Sao Paulo, Belo 

Horizonte, 

Londrina) 

India (Kochi, 

Kerala, 

Manguluru, 

Panaji and 

Gangtok) 

2017 – end 

2020 

https://africa.iclei.org/project/interact-bio/
https://africa.iclei.org/project/interact-bio/
https://africa.iclei.org/project/interact-bio/
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ANNEX 1 LIST OF ACHIEVEMENTS 

Name of initiative Outcomes & Objectives 

Where was it 

implemented/ 

Target 

audience? 

When was it 

implemented/

produced? 

Programs/ Projects  

Urban Natural Assets for 

Africa: Rivers for Life 

(UNA Rivers) 

 Project designed to support the daily challenges that local 

governments in Africa experience around protecting and 

revitalizing their urban natural assets, particularly their 

rivers. 

 The Project aims to mainstream biodiversity and nature-

based solutions into land-use planning and development. 

 The project recognizes and encourages local communities 

to get involved and does so by implementing community-

based projects along urban river systems. 

 The project aims to improve awareness of ecosystem 

services. 

Malawi 

(Lilongwe) 

Tanzania (Dar 

es Salaam) 

Ethiopia 

(Addis Ababa) 

Uganda 

(Kampala, 

Entebbe) 

Kenya 

(Kisumu). 

2016 - 2020 

Urban Natural Assets for 

Africa: Coasts for Life 

(UNA Coasts) 

 The project’s design supported the daily challenges that 

local governments in Africa experience around protecting 

and revitalizing their urban natural assets, particularly in 

their coastal zones. 

 UNA Coasts’ overall objectives include improving 

knowledge and understanding of key challenges and 

opportunities within urban coastal zones, designing tailor-

made management plans, mobilizing project activities, and 

identifying entry points to enhance sustainable livelihoods 

at the local level. 

Mozambique 

(Nacala, 

Quelamane). 

2018 - 2020 

Local Action for 

Biodiversity: Wetlands 

South Africa (LAB: 

Wetlands SA) 

 Stemming from the global Local Action for Biodiversity 

(LAB) programme and funded by the USAID, the project 

aims to protect priority natural wetland resources, thus 

enabling the supply of ecosystem services and promoting 

resilient communities within South Africa’s changing 

climate. 

 The project aims to improve local government knowledge 

and understanding of the value of wetlands and ecosystem 

services, and translate this value into local government 

planning and decision making. 

 The project aims to achieve the above objectives by 

implementing and piloting on the ground wetland projects 

within participating municipalities. 

11 South 

African 

municipalities 

2014 - 2017 

https://africa.iclei.org/project/una-africa/
https://africa.iclei.org/project/una-africa/
https://africa.iclei.org/project/una-africa/
https://africa.iclei.org/project/una-africa/
https://africa.iclei.org/project/una-africa/
https://africa.iclei.org/project/una-africa/
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/lab-wetlands-sa/
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/lab-wetlands-sa/
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/lab-wetlands-sa/
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/lab-wetlands-sa/
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ANNEX 1 LIST OF ACHIEVEMENTS 

Name of initiative Outcomes & Objectives 

Where was it 

implemented/ 

Target 

audience? 

When was it 

implemented

/produced? 

Programs/ Projects  

Undertaking a study to 

define the extent and 

intensity of habitat 

degradation, to identify the 

drivers of degradation and 

prepare a study proposal for 

developing model 

mitigation plan in alpine 

and sub-alpine areas in 

SECURE Himalaya project 

landscapes of Himachal 

Pradesh 

 The project aims at undertaking extensive biodiversity 

surveys and mapping to identify the drivers of 

degradation in the alpine and sub-alpine landscapes of 

Himachal Pradesh. Based on the information thus 

collected, the project aims to develop a restoration plan 

for two degraded sites. 

 Outputs: 

 Restoration plans for two degraded sites in the project 

landscape 

Lahual and 

Pangi 

landscapes of 

the state of 

Himachal 

Pradesh 

December 

2018- 

December 

2020 

Development of People’s 

Biodiversity Registers in 

Goa 

 The project aims at documenting the available 

knowledge of local biological resources, their medicinal 

or any other use and any other traditional knowledge 

associated with them in 56 villages and 11 municipalities 

of Goa. 

 Outputs: 

 One People’s Biodiversity Register each for 56 villages 

and 11 municipalities in Goa 

Goa July 2018- 

January 2021 

Assessing city biodiversity 

through City Biodiversity 

Index, Tree population and 

Green Cover estimation in 

GHMC area 

 The project aims at developing the City Biodiversity 

Index and estimating the green cover in GHMC area. 

The results will help the city corporation to plan and 

better conserve the urban biodiversity. 

 Outputs: City biodiversity index and green cover 

estimation of Hyderabad city 

December 

2019-

December 

2021 

Greater 

Hyderabad 

Municipal 

Corporation 

REGREEN Project  Substantially improve the evidence and tools for 

supporting co-creation of nature-based solutions (NBS) 

in urban settings 

 Implementation of decision support systems for planning 

and governance 

 Development of business models for realising spatially 

relevant NBS, that provide multiple ecosystem services 

and wellbeing. 

Peri-urban and 

urban areas in 

Europe 

(Aarhus, Paris, 

Velika Gorica) 

and China 

(Beijing, 

Shanhai, 

Ningbo) 

September 

2019 

Naturvation Project  Bringing together advances in NBS assessment 

 Novel insights required to enable innovation 

 to build momentum to realise the potential of NBS 

Europe 

(Utrecht, 

Newcastle, 

Malmö) 

Nov 2016 - 

Oct 2020 
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ProGIreg Project  Scientific assessment and monitoring results 

from the Living Labs will be made available on 

the EU NBS platforms OPPLA and 

THINKNATURE and will contribute to the 

European reference framework for NBS. 

Dortmund (Germany), 

Turin (Italy), Zagreb 

(Croatia) and Ningbo 

(China), Cascais 

(Portugal), Cluj-

Napoca (Romania), 

Piraeus (Greece) and 

Zenica (Bosnia and 

Herzegovina) 

June 2018 - 

2023 

EKLIPSE Project  to establish an innovative, light, self-sustainable 

EU support mechanism for evidence-based 

policy on biodiversity and ecosystems services 

open to all relevant knowledge holders and users 

EU-wide February 

2016 - July 

2020 

Green Surge Project  Identify, develop and test ways of linking green 

spaces, biodiversity, people and the green 

economy 

 provide a sound evidence base for urban green 

infrastructure planning and implementation, 

exploring the potential for innovation in better 

linking environmental, social and economic 

ecosystem services with local communities. 

ULLs in Bari, Berlin, 

Edinburgh, Ljubljana 

and Malmo 

November 

2013 – 

November 

2017 

CLEVER Cities Project  to foster sustainable and socially inclusive urban 

regeneration through an innovative co-creation 

approach of deploying and embedding nature-

based solutions (NBS) in urban planning 

processes, enabling wider replication and 

delivery 

 contributing to the EU’s placement as a global 

leader in ‘green’ R&I within a growing global 

NBS market. 

Hamburg, London, 

Milan, Belgrade, 

Larissa, Madrid, 

Sfantu Georghe, Quito 

and Malmo 

1 June 2018-

31 May 2023 

ENABLE Project  To identify, assess and facilitate a cost-effective 

implementation of GBI for an optimized 

distribution of benefits and wider uptake. 

 enable the identification of (1) the 

environmental, social and economic benefits 

provided by GBI, (2) the societal demands, 

preferences and values attached to GBI and 

biodiversity, and (3) pathways for cities to align 

these considerations via the targeted provisioning 

of GBI 

The selected city case 

studies of Halle, 

Barcelona 

Metropolitan Region, 

Lodz, Stockholm, Oslo 

and New York. 

 1 January 

2017-31 

December 

2019 

(Extended) 
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EU Pollinator Initiative  Improving knowledge of pollinator decline, its 

causes and consequences 

 Tackling the causes of pollinator decline 

 Raising awareness, engaging society-at-large and 

promoting collaboration 

EU-wide June 2018 

Connecting Nature Project  To position Europe as a global leader in the 

innovation and implementation of nature-based 

solutions. 

 An open innovation ecosystem approach 

bringing together city governments, SMEs, 

academia and civic society is being used to co-

produce usable and actionable knowledge in all 

cities. 

Genk, Glasgow, 

Poznan, A coruna, 

Bologna, Burgas, 

Ioannina, Malaga, 

Nicosia, Sarajevo, 

Pavlos Melas. 

1 June 2017- 

31 May 2022 

UrbanByNature Program  Facilitated expertise-sharing and capacity-

building program to empower local governments 

all around the world to harness the potential of 

nature for sustainable urban development 

Global 2019 

URBES Project  Addressed significant scientific knowledge gaps 

on the role of urban biodiversity and ecosystem 

services for human well-being; 

 Contributed to building capacity of European 

cities to adapt to climate change and reduce 

ecological footprints; 

 Created innovative ways of integrating monetary 

and non-monetary valuation techniques in urban 

landscapes by pioneering the development of 

The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity 

(TEEB)-approach; 

 Developed a professional communication and 

training programme for cities; 

 Actively contributed to international policy 

mechanisms and global partnerships like the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 

TEEB, the Intergovernmental Science-Policy 

Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 

(IPBES), as well as to the EU 2020 EU 

Biodiversity Strategy and the Thematic Strategy 

on the Urban Environment. 

Europe 2012 - 2015 
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International 

Organization for 

Standardization 

(ISO) proposal for 

the creation of a 

new technical 

committee on 

“Biodiversity“ 

 To develop standards and standardization documents in the field 

of Biodiversity, to develop requirements, principles, framework, 

guidance and tools in global approach for relevant organizations, 

to enhance their contribution to Sustainable Development. 

Global Feb 2020 

Guidelines and toolkits 

Guidelines for an 

integrated approach 

in the development 

and implementation 

of National, 

Subnational and 

Local Biodiversity 

Strategies and 

Action Plans 

 The mandate for these Guidelines comes from CBD COP 

Decision XII/9, requesting the Executive Secretary of the CBD 

was requested "to assist Parties and subnational and local 

governments, and their partners, to more effectively integrate the 

contribution of subnational and local governments into the 

implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020". 

 The Guidelines are intended as a tool to advance the subnational 

and local implementation of NBSAPs, provide guidance on how 

to make best use of subnational and authority knowledge in 

compiling and implementing NBSAPs, and coordinate planning, 

governance and monitoring mechanisms between different levels 

of government to optimize synergies. 

 The Guidelines contain 13 areas for action, with each area 

providing specific practical guidance on what can be done at 

national, subnational and local levels 

 A companion volume to these Guidelines provides background 

information, including an overview of the current status of BSAP 

development at national and subnational levels, and outlines the 

key findings of the consultative process followed in developing 

these Guidelines 

Global 2017 

Urban Rural 
Linkages: Guiding 
Principles (URLs) 

 The Guiding Principles feed into a Framework for Action, which 

is relevant to all levels of government and other stakeholders. 

 The Framework for Action identifies planning and institutional 

actions to create an enabling environment in selected sectoral and 

thematic entry points for application of the Guiding Principles. 

 The overall aim is to utilise the Guiding Principles and 

Framework for Action to foster inclusive economic, social and 

environmental sustainability across the urban-rural continuum, 

thereby guiding implementation of both goals and targets (SDGs) 

in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and provisions 

of the New Urban Agenda. 

Global 2019 

https://cbc.iclei.org/project/bsap-guidelines/
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/bsap-guidelines/
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/bsap-guidelines/
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/bsap-guidelines/
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/bsap-guidelines/
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/bsap-guidelines/
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/bsap-guidelines/
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/bsap-guidelines/
https://cbc.iclei.org/project/bsap-guidelines/


 

30 

ANNEX 1 LIST OF ACHIEVEMENTS 

Name of initiative Outcomes & Objectives 

Where was it 

implemented/ 

Target 

audience? 

When was it 

implemented

/produced? 

Guidelines and toolkits 

The Economics of 

Ecosystems & 

Biodiversity - 

TEEB Manual for 

Cities: Ecosystem 

Services in Urban 

Management 

 This manual outlines how cities can incorporate a focus on 

ecosystem services into city planning and management. 

 The critical role that ecosystem services play in local economies 

is often taken for granted, and the TEEB approach can reveal the 

value of natural systems, highlighting opportunities and trade-offs 

between various policy options, planning proposals or 

infrastructure choices. 

Global 2012 by 

ICLEI & UFZ 

The nature of 

mainstreaming: A 

local integrated 

planning toolkit for 

biodiversity and 

ecosystem services 

 This toolkit helps local governments plan for biodiversity and 

ecosystem services (BES) more effectively by using the 

Integrated Planning process. 

 Combining knowledge from research and practice, it discusses 

three common bar-riers to integrated planning for BES and six 

tips to overcome them. 

 It contains case stories from the field and tem-plates to ease 

application of the tips. 

 The intent is to provide ideas that can be used to incrementally 

mainstream your approach to BES planning. 

Global 2012 by 

ICLEI CBC 

Guidelines for 

Interfederative 

Environmental 

Compensation 

 Guides for local governments to implement Mechanisms of 

Interfederative Environmental Compensation. 

 Promote the integration between subnational governments, 

aiming at an optimized management of natural resources that 

overruns geopolitical limits. 

 These guidelines analysed national and local policies regarding 

the Article 7 of the Metropolis Statute. This Law establishes 

general guidelines for the planning, management and execution 

of urban development plans and other instruments of inter-

federative governance as well as and criteria for the Union's 

support for actions involving inter-federative governance in the 

field of urban development. 

Brazilian 

cities part of 

INTERACT-

Bio: 

Campinas/SP; 

Londrina/PR 

and Belo 

Horizonte/MG 

2019 by 

ICLEI SAMS 

Ongoing initiatives & platforms  

CitiesWithNature 

(CWN) 

 The shared platform aims to provide cities and their partners with 

the opportunity to engage and connect in working towards a 

shared commitment towards a more sustainable world. 

Global 2018 

https://citieswithnature.org/
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Ongoing initiatives & platforms  

Regions for 

Biodiversity 

Learning Platform 

(R4BLP) 

The R4BLP is a global community of regional governments that 

support subnational efforts in the conservation and protection of 

biodiversity, the promotion of healthy ecosystems and sustainable 

livelihoods for their citizens. The Learning Platform provides a 

collaborative environment for cross-jurisdictional exchange, mutual 

learning, technical capacity building, and it cultivates partnerships 

among regional governments from all over the world. 

Global 2016 

World Bank Global 

Platform for 

Sustainable Cities 

(WB GPSC) 

 The GPSC forum aims to support, strengthen, and contribute to 

worldwide initiatives aimed at helping cities translate 

transnational declarations into city level actions, with a focus on 

integrated planning and fiscal responsibility. 

 The forum aims to foster knowledge sharing and to promote 

discussions on the Urban Sustainability Framework and 

sustainable urban development in general. 

Brazil, China, 

Cote d’Ivoire, 

India, 

Malaysia, 

Mexico, 

Paraguay, 

Peru, Senegal, 

South Africa, 

Vietnam. 

2016 

ICLEI Urban 

Nature Forum 

  In this rapidly changing world, local and regional governments 

are under increasing pressure to meet the infrastructure, water and 

land demands of a rapidly growing global population, placing 

further pressure on the finite natural resources that we all depend 

on. There is rising recognition that whilst cities may displace 

nature as they expand, they also depend on nature for supporting 

human livelihoods and ensuring good quality of life. Cities 

therefore need to re-introduce, restore and enhance their natural 

resources in order to benefit from nature. 

 There is also a greater understanding that nature can provide 

solutions to complex challenges associated with rapid 

urbanization and the impacts of climate change.  The shift in 

focus on finding solutions in nature, recognizes the complexity of 

socio-ecological systems and the fact that they are 

interconnected, dynamic and adaptable. Increasingly practitioners 

and policy makers are turning to ‘nature-based solutions’ (NbS) 

to solve developmental and societal challenges, whilst 

strengthening the resilience, quality of life and well-being of 

urban communities. 

Global 2018 

Urban Nature 

Forum: Seoul, 

Republic of Korea 

 The theme recognized how aquatic ecosystems significantly 

impact on the social and economic success of cities, including for 

food and water security, climate change adaptation and 

mitigation, and disaster risk reduction. Over the course of two 

days, the event profiled inspirational examples from around 

world and explored opportunities for managing water and 

biodiversity in cities. 

Global 2015 

https://www.thegpsc.org/knowledge-products/environment
https://www.thegpsc.org/knowledge-products/environment
https://www.thegpsc.org/knowledge-products/environment
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Ongoing initiatives & platforms  

Urban Nature 

Forum: Belo 

Horizonte, Brazil 

 The overarching message from this Urban Nature Forum was that 

biodiversity underpins our wellbeing, security, and resilience. 

Cities offer enormous hope: through social organization, resource 

mobilization, communication, education, efficiency gains, 

innovation and leadership. 

Global 2012 

Urban Nature 

Forum: Edmonton, 

Canada 

 The forum focused on sharing lessons and discussions on the role 

of international organizations; innovative approaches by local 

governments around the world; collaboration across spheres of 

government; and other various topical issues. 

Global 2009 

Urban Nature 

Forum: 

Kirstenbosch 

Botanical Gardens, 

South Africa 

 The purpose of this Urban Nature Forum was to draw together 

local governments and other interested organizations around the 

theme of planning for and managing urban biodiversity at the 

local government level. 

Global 2006 

Networks  

ICLEI – Local 

Governments for 

Sustainability 

(ICLEI) 

 ICLEI’s overarching goal is to build and serve a worldwide 

movement of local governments to achieve tangible 

improvements in global sustainability, with a particular focus on 

environmental conditions through cumulative local actions. 

 Introduced the nature-based development pathway which protects 

and enhances the biodiversity and urban ecosystems to underpin 

key aspects of local economies and the well-being and resilience 

of our communities. 

Global 1990 

ICLEI Cities 

Biodiversity Centre 

(CBC) 

 CBC offers member cities a broad array of supportive services 

which are centered on finding local solutions and promoting 

innovation to address the complex issues surrounding natural 

capital and the degradation of ecosystem services. 

 CBC aims to facilitate mobilization through increasing awareness 

of biodiversity and ecosystem services, offer technical support, 

create innovative and integrated approaches to biodiversity 

conservation, and fostering collaboration between partner 

organizations and networks. 

Global 2009 

https://www.iclei.org/
https://www.iclei.org/
https://www.iclei.org/
https://www.iclei.org/
https://cbc.iclei.org/
https://cbc.iclei.org/
https://cbc.iclei.org/
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Networks  

Regions4 

Sustainable 

Development 

Regions4 is an association of subnational governments working 

together in the fields of biodiversity, climate change and sustainable 

development. With nearly 20 years of experience, Regions4 has 

become the global voice of regional leaders (states, regions and 

provinces) before UN negotiations, European Union initiatives and 

global discussions. Regions4 was established in 2002 at the World 

Summit in Johannesburg as the Network of Regional Governments 

for Sustainable Development – nrg4SD. In 2019, it became 

Regions4, and now represents over 40 regional governments from 21 

countries in 4 continents. 

Global 2002 

Group of Leading 

Subnational 

Governments 

towards Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets 

(GoLS) 

The Group of Leading Subnational Governments toward Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets (GoLS) was advocated by the Governor of 

Aichi, Japan, to strengthen the partnership between subnational 

governments and promote dialogues with the Parties under high-level 

leadership. It was established in 2016, and has accomplished the 

following activities so far. It consists of nine subnational 

governments. (Aichi, ANAAE, Campeche, Catalonia, Gangwon, 

Jiangsu, Ontario, Québec and Sao Paulo) 

a. Launching statement and a high-level forum on the role of 

Subnational Governments 

b. A forum on the Importance of Subnational Governments for 

mainstreaming of biodiversity into the sectors of energy and 

mining, infrastructure, manufacturing and processing industry and 

health 

c. Submission of a Voluntary Report on the Contribution of 

Subnational Governments for the Strategic Plan 2011-2020 ABT 

and holding a forum 

d. Second statement mentioning the necessary of the participation of 

Subnational Governments to the process of the post-2020 Global 

Biodiversity Framework 

e. A report and a high-level forum on subnational experience on 

vertical integration (TBC) 

COP13 

SBSTTA21 

SBSTTA22/

SBI-2 

COP14 

SBI-3(TBC) 

  

Dec. 2016 

Dec. 2017 

July 2018 

Nov. 2018 

Aug. 2020 

(TBC) 

https://www.regions4.org/
https://www.regions4.org/
https://www.regions4.org/
http://kankyojoho.pref.aichi.jp/gols/
http://kankyojoho.pref.aichi.jp/gols/
http://kankyojoho.pref.aichi.jp/gols/
http://kankyojoho.pref.aichi.jp/gols/
http://kankyojoho.pref.aichi.jp/gols/
http://kankyojoho.pref.aichi.jp/gols/
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Networks  

European 

Committee of 

Regions 

The CoR is an official consultative body to the European Union (EU) 

institutions. It represents local and regional authorities across the EU 

and advises on new laws that have an impact on regions and cities 

(70% of all EU legislation). 

The mission is to involve regional and local authorities in the EU 

decision-making process and thus to encourage greater participation 

from our fellow citizens. 

The objective is to increase the influence of regions and local 

authorities in EU legislation. 

In particular for biodiversity, the CoR has contributed to the 

definition of the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 and to 2030. 

The CoR also contributes to the post-2020 global biodiversity 

framework via official documents called Opinions via submission to 

UN Parties as informative documents at UN CBD COPs. 

It also participates to the Global Biodiversity Summits of Cities and 

Subnational Governments. 

European 

Union and 

Global 

1994 

Advisory 

Committee on 

Subnational 

Governments and 

Biodiversity (AC 

SNG) 

The AC SNG is a permanent structure officially recognised by the 

CBD through Decision X/22 of COP 10 that aims at bringing the 

voice of regions to the biodiversity agenda. Is coordinated by 

Regions4 together with the government of Québec, and its activities 

include: advocacy of subnational governments at the heart of the 

CBD Secretariat; promote dialogue between members of the AC 

SNG and Parties to the CBD; promote partnerships to support 

subnational actions on the ground; and strengthen leadership and 

collaboration among the AC SNG members. 

Global In April 

2017 

Regions4 

was 

appointed 

coordinator 

of the AC 

SNG 

Declarations & Summits  

Durban 

Commitment 

The commitments recognizes that biodiversity is the variety of life 

on earth on which human well-being is dependent and that 

biodiversity provides eco-systems services that underpin all of our 

community’s needs. 

Furthermore, it recognizes that the value of biodiversity is multi-

faceted – including ecological, economic, tourism, recreational, 

environmental, heritage, stewardship, spiritual, intrinsic, medicinal, 

nutritional, health, educational, scientific, cultural and dimensions. 

Global 2008 

https://cor.europa.eu/
https://cor.europa.eu/
https://cor.europa.eu/
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Declarations & Summits  

The 6th Global Biodiversity Summit will link closely with, and 

promote the mainstreaming themes of COP 14 in cities and regions, 

with a specific focus on sustainable infrastructure, low carbon 

development & energy solutions, and healthy cities, healthy people. 

Other cross-cutting issues covered will be the coordination and 

vertical alignment of biodiversity strategies and action plans across 

levels of government, as well as the mitigation of the foreseen 

impacts of urban expansion on biodiversity, through incorporating 

ecosystems and their services into urban planning and design. 

Global 2018 Communiques/ 

declarations of the 

Global Biodiversity 

Summits of Cities 

& Subnational 

Governments   

The Biodiversity Summit for Cities and Subnational Governments is 

set to make huge strides towards safeguarding urban biodiversity by 

bringing together local, subnational and national governments, 

facilitating a new wave of cooperative biodiversity governance. This 

multi-level government cooperation is crucial in ensuring the 

successful implementation of existing and new biodiversity actions, 

plans and strategies for cities and subnational governments in order 

to protect the world’s extraordinary wealth of biodiversity but also its 

role in generating ecosystem services upon which large and small 

urban populations and communities rely on for their food, water, and 

health. 

Integrating biodiversity across government sectors, strengthening 

multi-level cooperation in support of the Strategic Plan of the CBD 

(2011-2020) and its Aichi Targets, and reinforcing support for the 

Sustainable Development Goals on Biodiversity and on Cities. 

 A key outcome of the Summit will be the Gangwon / Pyeongchang 

Resolution for Cities and Subnational Governments which will 

demonstrate the spirit of cooperation between cities and national 

governments to jointly safeguard urban biodiversity. 

The Gangwon/Pyeongchang Resolution will also concretize support 

to the SDG process, specifically on the stand-alone goals of the 

Urban SDG (Goal 11) and on Biodiversity Conservation (Goal 15). 

Global 2014 

The three objectives of the Convention are: conservation of 

biodiversity, sustainable use of its components, and the fair and 

equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of genetic 

resources. 

Global 2012 
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Declarations & Summits  

Communiques/ 

declarations of the 

Global Biodiversity 

Summits of Cities & 

Subnational 

Governments   

The City Biodiversity aims to reaffirm the critical roles of local 

authorities in biodiversity management, facilitate the sharing of 

information and exchange of experiences among local authorities 

worldwide in handling development and managing biodiversity, and 

to promote a significant expansion of local initiatives to conserve 

biodiversity. 

It also plans to validate the proposed CBD COP 10 Plan of Action 

on Cities, Local Authorities and Biodiversity, a needed plan for 

implementing the Convention on Biological Diversity at the local 

level, and to deliberate on the use of  parameters and indicators (e.g. 

CBI) to enable local authorities to monitor biodiversity effectively. 

The Summit outcomes will be consolidated in a declaration to be 

presented at the CBD-COP 10 High Level Segment, introducing 

initiatives taken by local governments worldwide. 

Global 2010 

Aburrá Valley – 

Medellin Declaration 

of Metropolitan Areas 

to the post – 2020 

Global Biodiversity 

Framework 

Adopted by the 17 metropolitan area authorities and 27 other local 

and subnational governments from 12 countries that met in 

Medellin, Colombia, from 17 to 19 July 2019, to contribute to the 

process defining the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. 

    

A common road map 

for cities, 

metropolitan areas, 

local and subnational 

governments towards 

“Living in Harmony 

with Nature” 

Strengthening the 

momentum for a Post 

2020 Biodiversity 

Framework, TNOC 

A process of constant, gradual and ratcheting improvements from 

short to long-term (2021-2030 but also with a view to the 2050 

vision of “Living in Harmony with Nature”); 

 Concrete progress reports on the improvements and 

implementation recognizing the contributions of different levels of 

government; and 

A process for regular exchange of experiences, access to resources, 

and continued learning through the CitiesWithNature platform. 

Global 2020 

Carta de São Paulo: 

Brazilian Perspectives 

for the Post-2020 

Biodiversity 

Framework 

The BIO2020 event, that took place in the city of Sao Paulo (4-6 

February 2020) gathered local and subnational leaders, stakeholders 

from academia, NGOs, the business community and technical 

experts from the biosphere reserves of Brazil with the objective of 

jointly creating a contribution that could feed the current 

negotiations on the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. 

This declaration gathers the results of the working sessions that took 

place during the event and the ambitions of Brazil’s subnational and 

local governments towards biodiversity at a global scale. 

Global São Paulo (4-

6 February 

2020) 


